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Wetfjerbg  Mitral  Htstrtct  Council . 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1315. 


TO  THE  WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTR t CT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  regret  that  it  is  necessary  this  year  that  I  should  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  concession  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  as  shown 
in  their  circular  of  December,  1915,  and  submit  an  abbreviated 

Report. 

I  find  this  course  necessary  on  account  of  the  absence  of  my 
partner  and  other  local  medical  men  on  miltary  duties  and  the  extra 
work,  both  civil  and  military,  thrown  upon  me. 

My  Report  for  1915  will  take  the  form  of  an  outline  and  record 
of  the  work  done  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

The  chief  sources  of  Water  Supply  of  the  District  remain  as 
outlined  in  my  last  Report,  the  only  changes  being  the  addition  of 
62  houses  to  the  total  already  connected  to  the  existing  mains. 

Twelve  of  these  are  connected  with  your  Council’s  own  supply, 
42  to  the  Wetherby  Water  Co.’s  mains,  and  eight,  to  the  Leeds 
Corporation’s  main. 

This  is  most  satisfactory  when  compared  with  the  previous 
year’s  connections,  which  only  totalled  28. 

Systematic  investigation  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
with  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  various  water  supplies  in  your 
area;  11  samples  have  been  sent  for  analysis,  of  which  four  were 
for  Bacteriological  Examination. 
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Three  of  the  latter  were  quite  satisfactory,  and  the  other,  which 
was  taken  from  a  Public  Well,  proved  to  be  seriously  contaminated. 
The  well  was  therefore  closed,  and  16  houses  that  were  using'  this 
water  were  connected  direct  to  the  mains. 

Three  of  the  seven  samples  sent  for  Chemical  Analysis  proved 
to  be  contaminated,  and  two  of  the  wells  were  closed  and  the  other 
cleansed. 

I  would  ag-ain  refer  to  my  previous  Report  in  regard  to  Tock- 
with  and  Wig-hill,  as  several  wells  in  these  villages  were  shown 
years  ago  to  be  polluted,  and  no  further  steps  have  been  taken  to 
provide  an  efficient  supply. 

Very  little  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  provision  of 
an  improved  supply  for  Spofforth,  which  village,  as  outlined  in 
detail  last  year,  certainly  requires  a  definite  piped  supply  of  pure 
and  wholesome  water. 

In  conjunction  with  the  above  are  the  villages  of  North  Deigh- 
ton  and  Ribston  Little,  which  also  need  an  improved  supply. 

The  Kirkbv  Overblow  scheme  is  now  completed,  and  19  houses 
are  already  connected  thereto,  and  I  trust  that  during  the  forth¬ 
coming  year  a  good  number  of  houses  will  have  this  supply  laid  on. 

I  submit  a  copy  of  the  Analyst’s  Report  upon  the  latest 
sample  taken  direct  from  the  main  of  this  scheme. 


County  Analyst’s  Office,  Bradford. 
February  18th,  1916. 


ANALYTICAL  REPORT  UPON  ONE  SAMPLE  OF  WATER 
FROM  KIRKBY  OVERBLOW  WATER  MAIN,  IN  THE 
WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL’S  AREA. 


Forwarded  by  : — Mr.  T.  V.  Gray.  Received: — Feb.  15,  1916. 


Total  Solid  Matters  .  15.0 

Chlorine  (combined)  .  1.2 

Nitrites  .  None. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  .0138 

Free  Ammonia  .  .0007 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .0021 

Lead  .  None. 

Total  Hardness  (Clark’s  Scale)  .  9.0 


This  is  a  water  of  the  highest  organic  purity.  It  is  about  2\ 
times  as  hard  as  a  good  moorland  water;  but  is  none  the  less  soft 
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compared  with  a  large  number  of  waters  in  use  throughout  the 
country. 

J 

It  is  well  suited  for  general  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

(Signed)  F.  W.  RICHARDSON. 

Micklethwaite  Parish  has  now  been  connected  to  the  water 
mains,  and  the  water  pumped  from  the  Wharfe  abolished  for  drink¬ 
ing  and  domestic  use. 

I  would  point  out  that  the  arrangements  at  Thorp  Arch  have 
not  yet  been  made  quite  satisfactory,  and  I  would  again  impress 
upon  you  the  advisability  of  having  the  houses  connected  direct 
to  the  water  mains  in  lieu  of  the  water  being  pumped  from  the 
River. 

TABLE  1. 


Parishes.  Inhabited  Houses.  Number  of  Houses  supplied. 

Census. 


A. 

1901. 

1911. 

.  .  • 

1904. 

1914. 

1915. 

Wetherby  . 

465 

538 

328 

431 

436 

Boston  Spa  . 

336 

347 

247 

339 

340 

Thorp  Arch  . 

61 

70 

24 

31 

31 

Collingham  . 

83 

125 

88 

130 

131 

East  Keswick  . 

101 

122 

103 

111 

111 

East  Riston  . 

.  — - 

— 

13 

21 

21 

Bardsey  . 

63 

69 

15 

20 

20 

Linton  . 

.  35 

35 

17 

28 

30 

Kirk  Deighton  . 

75 

79 

6 

16 

16 

Clifford  . 

176 

187 

20 

105 

109 

Bramham  . 

225 

233 

68 

127 

127 

Scarcroft  . 

57 

65 

— 

28 

29 

Thorner  . 

225 

255 

— 

144 

127 

Walton  . 

39 

40 

— 

37 

38 

Micklethwaite  . 

m 

16 

— 

— 

11 

1958 

2181 

929 

1535 

1577 

*Weeton  . 

99 

117 

— 

106 

140 

*North  Rigton  . 

87 

94 

— 

6 

6 

^Wigton  . 

49 

55 

— 

48 

52 

tHarewood  . 

126 

151 

— 

101 

101 

fKirkby  Overblow  . 

66 

75 

— 

7 

19 

Totals 

.  2385 

2673 

... 

929 

1803 

1866 

A.  Supplied  by  the  Wetherby 

District  Water 

Co. 

*  Supplied  by  the 

Leeds  City 

Council. 

t  Private  supply  of  the  Earl  of  Harewood. 

\  Supplied  by  the  Wetherby  Rural  District  Council. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

Four  separate  pollutions  of  streams  have  been  remedied  during 
the  year,  and  as  22  houses  were  discharging  sewage  into  the  above, 
it  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  all  were  connected  to  the  sewers  and 
definitely  dealt  writh  at  the  outfall  works. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

A  further  great  advance  is  recorded  in  Mr.  Gray’s  Report  of 
work  completed  under  this  heading'. 

No  less  than  91  houses  have  been  entirely  re-drained,  whilst 
40  cesspools  have  been  abolished  and  78  privy  middens  converted 
into  W.C.  ’s. 

This  large  amount  of  work  is  exceedingly  gratifying  under  the 
exceptional  conditions  that  prevail  due  to  the  War,  and  it  speaks 
well  for  the  tact  and  resource  of  your  Inspector  that  this  amount  of 
work  could  be  carried  out  in  such  a  satisfactory  manner  without 
friction,  or  legal  measures  being  necessary. 

Only  20  Legal  Notices  w^ere  issued  in  the  12  months,  and  of 
these  11  were  in  connection  with  Housing  work. 

The  Drainage  Scheme  at  Weeton,  which  was  completed  at 
the  close  of  last  year,  has  been  put  into  operation  during  the  year, 
and  about  80  houses  connected  therewith,  and  the  remaining  houses 
should  be  completed  this  year. 

The  annexed  table  gives  detail  nf  the  work  carried  out,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  comparison  the  figures  for  the  previous  four 
years : — 

DRAINAGE  TABLE. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

New  drains  constructed  . 

707 

OS'S 

960 

265 

429 

Drains  re-constructed  . 

26 

213 

20 

17 

7 

Inspection  or  Intercepting 
Chambers  . 

195 

240 

257 

65 

117 

New  Connections  of  Sewers. 

69 

110 

113 

27 

47 

Cesspools  abolished  . 

IS 

19 

17 

5 

40 

Closet  Accommodation. 


A  vast  improvement  has  been  made  during  the  12  months  in 
the  number  of  insanitary  and  offensive  privy  conveniences  abolished, 
in  fact  a  good  record  has  been  created  in  this  respect,  the  total 
number  being  higher  than  in  any  one  year  of  which  there  are  any 
details  available,  and  I  would  emphasize  the  great  benefits  likely  to 
accrue  therefrom. 


The  conversions  to  W.C.’s  were  78,  whilst  11  new  ones  were 
erected  for  new  houses. 

The  undeviating  pressure  being  exerted  in  this  direction  is 
rapidly  bearing  fruit,  as  both  occupiers  and  owners  are  now  begin¬ 
ning  to  realize  the  vast  improvement  of  the  water  closet  when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  o'ld  and  offensive  privy  midden,  and  I  ask  you  to 
continue  the  assistance  given  during  the  past  year  or  two  so  that 
this  important  work  may  be  prosecuted  in  the  future,  especially  in 
those  semi-Urban  areas  where  both  sewers  and  efficient  water 
schemes  are  already  in  existence. 


The  following  particulars  show  the  amount  of  work  done  during 
the  past  four  years  in  regard  to  water  closet  construction  : — 


1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

New  Closets  constructed  . 

27 

12 

31 

23 

Privy  middens  converted  into  W.C.’s  . 

33 

19 

24 

32 

Pail  Closets  converted  into  W.C.’s  . 

10 

12 

1 

23 

Water  Closets  erected  with  new  houses  . 

27 

7 

10 

11 

New  Pail  Closets  erected  with  new  houses... 

- — 

— 

15 

1 

Scavenging. 

Careful  supervision  has  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
above,  and  with  the  exception  of  Wetherby  no  serious  difficulty  has 
been  met  with,  and  after  one  or  two  Special  Committee  meetings, 
definite  arrangements  were  made  whereby  the  difficulty  was  practi¬ 
cally  overcome. 

A  certain  amount  of  trouble  continues  to  be  met  with  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  actual  disposal  of  the  refuse,  and  in  the  future 
serious  consideration  will  be  required  to  this  matter. 

The  following  table  gives  the  annual  expenditure  upon 
Scavenging  in  the  various  Parishes  where  Public  Cleansing  is 
carried  out : — 

COST  OF  HOUSE  SCAVENGING. 


1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

191*0. 

1911, 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

*Wetherby 

.  199 

228 

255 

278 

299 

320 

232 

278 

292 

^Boston  Spa 

.  206 

171 

154 

151 

163 

202 

163 

157 

158 

tBramham  . 

.  40 

47 

45 

40 

50 

48 

44 

38 

38 

IThorner 

.  65 

74 

72 

70 

79 

82 

91 

98 

104 

tClifford 

.  45 

55 

46 

42 

59 

49 

39 

47 

34 

tSpofforth 

.  20 

28 

35 

30 

46 

50 

39 

46 

48 

fWeeton 

.  — 

— 

55 

130 

124 

124 

124 

132 

118 

tCollingham 

— 

— 

— 

36 

62 

66 

64 

42 

42 

■^Council’s  own  workmen. 

+  By  Contract. 
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I  would  also  refer  you  to  the  table  in  Mr.  Gray’s  Report  as  to 
the  amount  of  refuse  actually  removed  in  the  various  Parishes,  and 
especially  to  the  pleasing-  feature  of  the  gradual  reduction  in  the 
quantity  of  cesspool  refuse  removed,  this  being  only  possible  by  the 
continued  abolition  of  cesspools  within  the  District,  made  practic¬ 
able  by  the  new  sewage  schemes,  and  the  extension  of  those  already 
in  existence. 

An  improvement  to  the  health  of  the  community  will  obviously 
follow  such  beneficial  improvements. 

A  further  advance  has  also  been  made  in  the  provision  of 
moveable  receptacles  for  the  reception  of  household  waste  in  lieu 
of  the  huge  privy  midden  often  sunk  below  ground,  54  were  pro¬ 
vided  during  the  12  months. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

Systematic  work  has  been  carried  out  throughout  the  year 
in  regard  to  sanitary  inspection,  and  as  outlined  in  this  and  Mr. 
Gray’s  Report,  a  considerable  amount  of  useful  work  has  been 
carried  out. 

In  the  following  Summary  will  be  found  particulars  of  the 
many  various  nuisances  found  and  remedied  : — 


Number  of  premises  visited  .  771 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  . , .  2981 

The  nature  of  the  nuisances  discovered  was  as  follows  : — 

Badly  drained  houses  .  91 

Offensive  cowsheds,  stables  and  pigsties  (due  to  lack  of  drainage 

and  dilapidations)  .  35 

Dirty  H  ouses  . 15 

Houses  overcrowded  .  4 

Houses  damp  and  dilapidated  .  57 

Dilapidated  and  offensive  privies  .  72 

Drains  temporarily  stopped  .  34 

Dilapidated  pumps  .  4 

Offensive  accumulations  .  8 

House  drains  removed  from  streams  .  22 

Other  nuisances  of  various  character  .  718 


Action  was  taken  in  all  cases,  and  the  nuisances  were  dealt  with 
as  follows  : — 


Houses  re-drained  .  91 

Cowsheds,  stables,  and  pigsties  re-drained  and  repaired  .  35 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  . 15 

Dwelling-houses  overcrowded  dealt  with  .  4 

Damp  and  dilapidated  houses  dealt  with  .  57 


Total 


202 
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In  relation  to  the  item  of  houses  drainage,  the  particulars  of  the 


work  done  are  as  follows  : — • 

Number  of  new  drains  constructed  .  429 

Number  of  drains  re-constructed  .  7 

Number  of  new  inspection  and  disconnection  chambers  .  117 

Number  of  connections  to  sewers  made  .  47 


In  the  following  table  particulars  are  given,  showing  the 
number  of  new  drains  constructed  since  1903  : — 


TABLE  3. 


Year. 

New  Drains 
Constructed. 

New  Water  Closets  and 
Privies  converted 
to  Water  Closets. 

1903 

.  37 

.  7 

1904 

.  59 

.......  No  record. 

1905 

.  222 

.  5 

1906 

.  42 

.  33 

1907 

.  47 

.  •  2 

1908 

.  96 

.  23 

1909 

.  175 

.  48 

1910 

.  347 

.  52 

1911 

.  707 

49 

1912 

.  985 

.  70 

1913 

.  960 

.  43 

1914 

.  265 

56 

1915 

.  429 

.  78 

The  above  are  apart  from  new  drains  in  connection  with  new 
houses. 


Action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  various  matters  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner  : — 

Letters  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  place  of  informal  notice  429 


Cases  in  which  the  above  letters  were  complied  with  .  420 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  20 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  . . .  9 


The  following  is  a  Summary  of  the  work  done  in  regard  to 
Dilapidated  Privies  and  other  matters 

Dilapidated  Privies,  Etc. 


(a)  Converted  into  Water  Closets  . .  32 

(b)  Privy  Middens  to  Pail  Closets  . . .  13 

(c)  Pail  Closets  to  Water  Closets  . . .  23 

(d)  Pail  Privies  and  Water  Closets  repaired  . . .  3 

Drains  Cleansed  and  Flushed  .  34 

Pumps  repaired  .  4 
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The  position  in  regard  to  Nuisances  found,  remedied,  and  still 
remaining  on  the  books  is  as  follows  : — 


Outstanding  Nuisances,  January  1st,  1915  .  70 

House  Nuisances  found  .  583 

Other  Nuisances  found  .  112 


765 

Nuisances  abated  during  the  year  1915  .  718 


Total  Nuisances  unabated  on  December  31st,  1915  .  47 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  the  Bye-Laws 
or  Regulations. 

During  the  year  a  Knacker’s  Yard,  with  bone  boiling  and  tallow 
melting  in  connection  therewith,  has  been  established  within  the 
District. 

The  situation  and  the  construction  of  the  buildings  are  satisfac¬ 
tory,  and  the  business  appears  to  be  conducted  in  an  efficient 
manner. 

These  are  the  only  premises  which  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
above  heading,  as  there  are  no  Canal  Boats,  Common  Lodging 
Houses,  or  Underground  Rooms  within  your  area. 

Schools. 

There  has  not  been  any  excess  of  sickness  connected  with  the 
Public  Elementary  Schools,  although  the  amount  of  School  Closure 
is  greater  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  amount  for  all  Schools 
reaching  a  total  of  28  weeks. 


TABLE  4. 

THE  FOLLOWING  SCHOOLS  OR  DEPARTMENTS  OF  SCHOOLS 
HAVE  BEEN  CLOSED  OWING  TO  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Infectious 

Diseases. 

School  Closure. 

WUhill 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

7th, 
18  th, 
27th, 

1915 

Measles  . 

3  weeks. 

Thorner 

1915 

Measles  . 

2  weeks. 

Tockwith  (Ch.)  ... 

1'9 15 

Influenza  and 

Infectious  Colds  . 

10  days. 

Tockwith  (Cl.)  .... 

Jan. 

30th, 

1916 

do. 

10  days. 

Ribston  Little  . 

Jan. 

30  th, 

1915 

...  do. 

1  week. 

K-irkby  Overblow... 

Mar. 

3rd, 

1915 

Whooping  Cough  . 

3  weeks. 

Kirkby  Overblow... 

Mar. 

25th, 

1915 

do. 

4  days. 

Bardsey  . 

Apr. 

9th, 

1915 

Diphtheria  . 

1  week. 

Clifford 

July 

Oct. 

28  th, 
4th, 

1915 

Measles  . 

1  week. 

Wetherby  (Ch.)  ... 
Infants’  Dept.) 

1915 

Broncho  Pneumonia 
and  Diphtheria  . 

4  weeks. 

Bramham  . 

Oct. 

12th, 

1915 

Measles  . 

3  weeks. 

Bramham  . 

Oct. 

28  th, 

1915 

Measles  . 

3  weeks. 

Bramham  . 

Nov. 

18th, 

1915 

Measles  . 

2  days. 

Boston  Spa  . 

(linfants’  Dept.) 

Dec. 

3rd, 

1915 

Diphtheria  . 

3  weeks. 

28  weeks. 

11 


At  Bardsey  and  Boston  Spa  where  the  Schools  were  closed  for 
Diphtheria,  there  were  no  further  cases  in  the  Parish  after  the 
closure,  thus  enhancing  the  value  of  this  procedure. 

The  Kirkby  Overblow  School  has  had  water  laid  on  from  the 
Council’s  mains,  which  is  a  decided  advantage. 

The  new  Council  School  has  been  almost  completed,  and  should 
be  ready  for  occupation  early  in  the  new  year. 

No  further  steps  have  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  School  at 
Thorner. 

Food — Milk  Supply. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  regard  to  the  milk 
supply  of  the  District,  and  the  quality  and  wholesomeness  remain 
most  satisfactory,  although  the  County  Inspector  had  one  sample 
containing  upon  analysis  6.1  per  cent,  of  added  water. 

Th  ere  are  145  Cowsheds  upon  the  Register,  and  four  of  these 
were  entirely  reconstructd,  whilst  230  visits  of  inspection  were 
made,  and  seven  Cowsheds,  which  were  found  dirty,  were  cleansed. 

Other  Foods. 

Thirty-one  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  by  the  County 
Official,  and  as  will  be  seen  in  the  list  in  Mr.  Gray’s  Report,  these 
proved  satisfactory. 

The  premises  where  foods  are  prepared,  stored,  or  exposed  fo* 
sale  have  been  carefully  inspected,  and  the  said  premises  have  been 
kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Due  consideration  was  also  paid  to  foods  supplied  to  the 
soldiers  within  the  District. 

109  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  the  25  Slaughter¬ 
houses. 

Housing. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  a  substantial  increase  in  the  amount  of 
work  accomplished  under  the  Housing  Regulations  during  the  past 
year,  as  the  following  table  shows  : — 
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WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF 
DISTRICT)  REGULATIONS,  1910. 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  or  for  Section  17  of  the  Act 


of  1909  .  173 

Dwelling-houses  which,  on  inspection,  were  considered  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  .  20 

Number  of  above  closed  and  demolished  (voluntary)  . . .  5 

Number  of  back-to-back  converted  into  through  houses  .  4 

Number  of  above  condemned,  but  not  closed  .  11 

Representations  made  to  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  a  Closing  Order  .  11 

H  ouses  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition  .  85 

General  Character  of  Defects  found  to  exist. 

Insufficient  Light  and  Ventilation  .  8 

Defective  Walls  .  25 

Defective  Drainage,  etc . 41 

Defective  Roofs  and  Spouts  .  29 

Damp  Walls  .  29 

Other  Repairs  .  23 


The  number  of  new  houses  erected  is  below  the  average,  due  to 
unsettled  conditions. 

Bye-I  ,aws  are  in  operation  over  the  whole  of  the  District,  and 
constant  supervision  is  maintained  over  the  erection  of  all  new 
buildings. 

The  following  interesting  Table  gives  particulars  as  to  the 
progress  made  in  the  demolition  of  insanitary  houses,  the  number 
of  houses  erected  each  year,  and  this  Table  dates  back  to  1902  for 
purposes  of  comparison. 


TABLE  5. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Houses  Built  and  Giosed. 


Year. 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 
190S 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 


Residential.  Working  Classes 


Most 

Most 

17 

11 

4 

15 

9 

11 

9 

8 

4 

9 

6 


6 

22 

8 

12 

11 

8 

17 

13 

13 

1 


Total. 

20 

28 

12 

23 

33 

4 

23 

21 

22 

17 

25 

17 

22 

7 


Houses  Closed. 


0 

4 

1 

0 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4 

14 
11 

15 


3 

7 


103  ...  Ill  ...  274 


67 
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Workshops,  Etc. 

The  number  of  the  above  upon  the  Register  remains  the  same 
as  a  year  ago.  145  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made.  Seven 
were  found  to  be  in  a  dirty  condition  at  the  time  of  inspection,  but 
these  were  cleansed. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Number  and  Character  of  the  Workpeople. 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  .  15 

Dressmakers  .  10 

Boot  Repairers  .  8 

Blacksmiths  .  9 

Engineers  (Motor)  .  4 

Tailors  .  10 

■Coopers  .  1 

Laundries  .  12 


Saddlers  .  o 

Printing  Works  .  2 

Sawmills  .  1 

Plumbers  and  Tinners  . 5 

Joiners  .  14 

Shirt  and  Blouse  (Factory)  ...  1 

97 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  extensive  amount  of  work  performed  by  your  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector  is  amply  exemplified  by  a  perusal  of  his  Report,  and  I  need 
only  add  that  he  has  most  efficiently  carried  out  his  many  duties 
with  tact  and  energy,  which  largely  accounts  for  all  lack  of  friction 
in  the  carrying  out  of  this  quantity  of  work. 


Hospital. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  to  your  Hospital  arrangements 
during  the  year. 

The  Plans,  Quantities,  etc.,  prepared  by  Mr.  Gray  over  a  year 
ago,  for  the  new  Water  Tower  and  Pumping  Plant  from  the  new 
bore-hole  have,  for  the  present,  been  put  aside,  and  the  same  applies 
to  the  proposed  addition  to  the  Hospital  buildings,  until  more 
favourable  conditions  return. 

The  new  method  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  has  proved  most 
satisfactory,  and  has  been  a  decided  improvement. 

The  administration  has  continued  to  be  quite  satisfactory,  and 
no  difficulty  has  been  encountered,  except  the  trouble  in  obtaining 
efficient  nurses. 

Twenty-five  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  treated  at  the 
Hospital,  or  51  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases. 

Twelve  of  these  were  Diphtheria,  12  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one 
Typhoid. 
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Adoptive  Acts. 

There  has  been  no  special  alteration  in  the  above  during  the 
year,  and  the  details  outlined  in  my  previous  Report  will  suffice. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

Details  of  Chemical  Analysis,  as  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Analyst,  have  already  been  referred  to. 

The  Bacteriological  work  is  performed  by  the  County  Council 
Department,  and  I  desire  to  again  record  my  thanks  to  the  Officials 
for  the  great  promptitude  and  attention  always  extended  to  the  work 
of  this  District. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  ACUTE 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  the  amount  of  Infectious  Disease  occurring  in 
your  District  has  been  quite  normal,  as  a  perusal  of  the  appended 
details,  and  the  particulars  given  in  Mr.  Gray’s  Report  clearly  indi¬ 
cate,  the  latter  showing  the  returns  for  the  past  12  years  for  the 
purpose  of  comparison. 

The  cases  notified  were :  Scarlet  Fever  23,  Diphtheria  21,. 
Typhoid  2,  and  Erysipelas  3. 

TABLE  OF  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Bardsey  . 

Boston  Spa  . 

Bilton  . 

Bramham  . 

Clifford  . 

Cowthorpe  . 

H  arewood  . 

Ivearby  . 

Long  Marston  . : 

North  Deighton  ... 

Thorner  . 

Thorp  Arch  . 

Walton  . 

Wike  . 

W  eeton  . 

Wetherby  . 


Scarlet  F.  Diphtheria.  Typhoid  F.  Erysipelas.  TotaL 


3 

6 

3 

3 


2 

1 


2 


3 

g 


1 


1 


1 


2 


1 


2 


3 

2 

3 

6 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 


1  2 

2  9 


1  4 

1  12 


Totals 


23  21 


2  3  49 


15 


1915. 

J  anuary 
February 
March 
April 


june  . 

July  . 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 


Scarlet  F.  Diphtheria.  Typhoid  F.  Erysipelas.  Total. 


F 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 


3 

2 

2 

3 


3 


4  2 


2  2 


2  2 
1 

1  1 


1 

1 


2 


1 


4 

5 

6 

4 
1 

5 

6 
6 

4 

5 
1 
2 


23  21 


2  3  49 


The  23  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  distributed  over  nine  separate 
Parishes,  and  were  all  of  an  isolated  character,  as  the  above  Table 
clearly  shows,  and  in  no  instances  was  there  any  indication  of  the 
nature  of  an  epidemic. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  even  distribution  of  the  cases  through¬ 
out  the  twelve  months. 

There  were  21  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  these  affected  no  less 
than  eight  District  Parishes,  whilst  nine  were  notified  in  Wetherby 
alone,  and  of  these  five  were  children  who  were  associated  at 
School. 

The  arrangements  for  isolation,  inspection  and  disinfection  of 
premises,  and  the  disinfection  of  clothing,  have  been  continued,  as 
already  outlined  in  previous  Reports. 


Prevalence  and  Centro!  over  Tuberculosis. 


There  were  12  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  this 
year,  and  one  case  under  the  heading  of  other  forms  of  Tubercu¬ 
losis. 

The  following  gives  the  details  as  to  age  periods  : — 


15  and 
under  25. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 


25  and  45  and 

under  45.  under  G5.  Total. 
6  4  12 

1  —  1 


During  the  period  under  review  the  notifications  were  consider¬ 
ably  below  the  previous  year’s  returns  of  29  and  37  respectively. 


There  were  13  deaths  from  Phthisis,  2  from  Tuberculous 
Meningitis,  and  3  from  all  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

\  isits  are  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  accordance  with 
the  information,  advice,  and  suggestions  of  the  Medical  Attendant. 

Two  patients  were  removed  for  Sanatoria  treatment  during 
the  year. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  infant  mortality  rate,  which  is  71.14  per  1,000  births,  com¬ 
pares  favourably  with  that  of  79.54  for  the  previous  year,  and  98 
for  England  and  Wales,  less  the  244  towns. 

The  actual  deaths  were  18  in  number,  and  of  these  6  were 
Premature  Births,  1  due  to  Measles,  3  Bronchitis,  and  2  each  Pneu¬ 
monia  and  Diarrhoea. 

Vital  Statistics. 

I  submit  Tables  showing  the  amount  of  sickness  and  mortality 
in  the  District  during  the  period  under  review. 

The  death  rate  is  slightly  above  the  average  of  the  past  three 
years,  however,  I  would  point  out  that  over  44  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  were  above  65  years  of  age. 


Death  Rate 

Periods. 

per  1,000  living. 

1871-1880  . 

.  18.49 

1881-1890  . 

.  16.84 

1891-1900  . 

.  17.10 

1901-1909  . 

.  13.32 

1910  . 

.  12.47 

1 9 11  . 

.  12.21 

1912  . 

.  14.76 

1913  . 

.  12.27 

1914  . 

.  11.62 

1915  . 

.  12.28 

The  Vital  Statistics  of  your  District  for  1915  also  compare  very 
favourably  with  the  following  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales  in 
general  : — 

England 

England  &  Wales,  Wetherby 

and  Great  Smaller  less  the  Rural 
Wales.  Towns.  Towns.  2 24  Towns.  District. 


Birth  Rate  .  21.8*  22.8  21.6  20.7  16.61 

Death  Rate  .  15.1  16.6  14.0  14.8  12.28 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  .  1.3  1.6  1.4  0.9  0.26 

Infantile  Mortality  .  110  117  114  98  71.14 

(per  1,000  births) 


*  Lowest  on  record. 
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The  chief  causes  of  death 

were  as 

follows  : — 

Measles  . 

.  4 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . 

.  28 

Influenza  . 

.  8 

Bronchitis  . 

..  13 

Phthisis  . 

.  13 

Pneumonia  . 

..  10 

Cancer  . 

Conclusion. 

.  16 

Nephritis  &  Bright’s  Disease  .. 

.  4 

The  presence  of  Military  in  the  town  of  Wetherby  has  materi¬ 
ally  increased  the  work  of  your  Health  Department.  The  matter 
is  fully  dealt  with  in  Mr.  Gray’s  Report,  and  calls  for  no  additional 
comment  on  my  part. 

I  must  again  thank  your  Council  and  Sanitary  Committee  for 
their  sympathetic  assistance,  and  Mr.  Gray  for  his  never-failing 
courtesy  and  vigilant  attention  to  any  ordinary  or  extraordinary 
duty. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


March,  1916. 


J.  A.  HARGREAVES. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

Surveyor  and  inspector  of  Nuisances 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1915. 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

January,  1916. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wetherby  Rural  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  to  submit  for  your  perusal  and  considera¬ 
tion  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  work  accomplished  by  your 
Health  Department  with  regard  to  the  detection  and  suppression 
of  nuisances,  and  the  general  improvements  carried  out  for  the 
benefit  of  the  health  of  the  District. 

Nuisances. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  great  progress,  and  in  this  respect 
quite  abnormal,  considering  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  country 
and  the  general  tendency  to  retrench. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  the  large  amount  of  necessary  and  useful 
work  that  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year,  and  especially 
so  when  I  can  report  that  this  volume  of  work  has  been  carried  out 
without  any  serious  friction. 

There  has  not  been  a  single  case  of  Legal  Proceedings  neces¬ 
sary,  and  only  20  Legal  Notices  have  been  issued  for  the  twelve 
months,  as  compared  with  82  during  1914  and  62  in  1913. 

Extra  heavy  duties  have  devolved  upon  the  Department  during 
the  greater  portion  of  the  year,  due  to  the  advent  of  military  forces 
in  the  District,  to  which  I  refer  later  in  detail. 

1,485  letters,  preliminary  and  legal  notices  have  been  issued 
during  the  period  under  review. 
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429  of  these  were  letters  sent  out  as  preliminary  notices,  of 
which  420  were  complied  with,  and  1  wish  to  state  that  this  method, 
which  I  instituted  when  I  first  came  to  the  District,  has  always 
proved  most  successful,  as  compared  with  the  printed  demand  to 
do  this,  or  that,  within  a  stipulated  period,  which  latter,  I  find, 
always  give  rise  to  ill-feeling,  and  often  legal  measures,  which  are 
avoided  in  all  but  extreme  cases  by  the  former  procedure. 

During  the  year,  695  nuisances  have  been  found,  of  which  583 
were  house  nuisances,  and  affected  no  less  than  269  houses. 

In  the  same  period  718  nuisances  were  abated,  thus  making 
a  further  reduction  of  23  to  the  70  outstanding  at  the  close  of  1914, 
leaving  only  47  upon  the  books. 

This  gradual  reduction  of  the  long  outstanding  nuisances  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  my  last  Report,  is  one  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of 
my  work  during  the  last  few  years. 

The  whole  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  tabulated  in  my 
Report  of  1914,  have  continued  to  give  satisfactory  results,  with 
the  one  exception  of  the  East  Keswick  Scheme,  and  the  trouble 
there  has  been  in  connection  with  the  inefficiency  of  the  revolving 
distributors,  which  have  caused  a  considerable  amount  of  trouble 
since  installation,  and  are  not  even  now  satisfactory. 

The  Weeton  Scheme  has  been  completed  and  put  into  opera¬ 
tion,  and  already  about  80  houses  are  connected  thereto. 

At  North  Rigton  a  sewer  extension  has  been  carried  out  from 
the  Weeton  sewers,  and  enabled  six  houses  to  be  connected  to  the 
latter  disposal  wTorks,  and  thus  remove  a  very  troublesome  nuisance 
by  the  abolition  of  two  cesspools  and  the  conversion  of  six  privies 
to  W.C.’s. 

Fifty-five  yards  of  9/r  sewer  has  been  laid  at  Sicklinghall,  which 
will  prove  beneficial. 

The  engines  and  pumps,  etc.,  at  the  Spofforth  works  have 
proved  satisfactory,  although  a  large  amount  of  excess  subsoil 
water  has  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  have  requested  a  reduction  in 
the  rate  of  flow  through  the  percolating  Alters.  This  has  been  easily 
arranged  by  agreement  with  the  local  farmer  to  run  a  portion  of 
the  sewage  on  to  his  land  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  all  concerned. 
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A  decided  improvement  could  be  made  to  these  works  by  con¬ 
necting"  a  draw-off  drain  from  the  Humus  Tank  back  into  the 
receiving"  chamber,  for  cleansing"  the  former  by  means  of  the 
mechanically  operated  pumps  instead  of  hard  labour  as  at  present. 

In  seven  of  the  Parishes  where  Scavenging"  Powers  are  in 
operation,  the  work  has  been  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
and  with  very  few  complaints,  but  at  Wetherby  grave  difficulties 
have  had  to  be  faced,  due  to  Military  causes,  and  referred  to  later. 

House  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Arrangements. 

Ninety-one  houses  were  found  with  defective  or  insufficient 
drainage,  and  these  have  been  re-drained  and  connected  to  the 
sewers.  This  work  entailed  the  construction  of  429  new  drains, 
and  the  repair  of  seven  existing  drains,  and  in  connection  therewith 
117  inspection  and  disconnection  chambers  were  built. 

No  less  than  40  cesspools  have  been  abolished  in  the  process  of 
the  above  improvements  during  the  twelve  months.  This  is  the 
largest  total  removed  in  one  year  since  1905. 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  no  less  than  109  of  these  receptacles 
for  sewage  have  been  done  away  with  during  the  last  six  years. 

The  removal  of  such  numbers  of  these  underground  chambers 
for  the  collection  and  storage  of  sewage,  from  which  it  has  to  be 
pumped  and  carted  away  to  the  land  for  disposal,  cannot  fail  to  be 
a  boon  to  the  District  in  general  and  of  g'reat  benefit  to  the  com¬ 
munity  immediately  concerned,  as  more  often  than  otherwise  the 
cesspools  have  been  very  indifferently  constructed,  and  were  in  a 
leaky  condition,  thus  seriously  polluting  the  surrounding  subsoil. 

During  the  fluctuating  conditions  of  the  ground  water  level  the 
obviously  obnoxious  and  dangerously  contaminated  ground  air, 
more  often  than  otherwise  charged  with  microbian  life  inimical  to 
health  is  discharged  into  the  atmosphere  in  immediate  proximity  to 
the  dwelling. 

The  efficient  treatment  of  the  sewage  of  91  houses  which 
previously  discharged  either  into  cesspools  or  direct  into  streams 
is  a  noteworthy  item  in  the  year’s  work. 

A  record  has  been  created  this  vear  in  the  number  of  conveni¬ 
ences  converted  into  water  closets,  the  total  of  78  being  the  highest 
number  reached  in  any  one  year  of  which  there  are  any  records  for 
this  District. 


This  is  most  satisfactory,  as  the  average  for  the  past  12  years 
is  only  32  per  annum,  with  TO  in  1912  as  the  previous  highest 
total. 

The  details  are  as  follows: — 23  new  W.C.’s  constructed  in 
lieu  of  dilapidated  and  offensive  privies  demolished,  or  erected  where 
there  was  previously  a  deficiency  in  accommodation. 

Thirty-two  old  privy  middens  were  converted  into  W.C.’s,  and 
23  pail  closets  have  been  altered  to  water  closets,  whilst  13  privy 
middens  were  converted  into  pail  closets,  and  several  conveniences 
were  repaired.  Fifty-four  new  galvanised  iron  dust-bins,  with 
proper  covers,  have  also  been  provided. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  11  water  closets  and  one  privy  were 
constructed  in  connection  with  new  houses. 

House  Construction  and  New  Buildings. 

The  small  amount  of  work  under  this  heading  syncronizes  with 
the  general  depression  and  consequent  reduction  in  the  erection  of 
new  buildings  due  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  country,  and 
shortage  of  labour. 

Such  erections  as  were  under  construction  have  been  carefully 
supervised  in  regard  to  their  compliance  with  the  Bye-Laws,  etc. 

The  following  Plans  have  been  submitted  and  approved  during 
the  year. 


New  Cottages  .  10 

New  Villas  .  5 

New  additions,  etc.,  to  Dwelling-houses  .  16 

New  Cowsheds,  Stables,  Pigcotes,  etc .  10 

Other  erections  .  4 

Auction  Mart  .  4 
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Last  year  71  sets  of  Plans  were  approved  as  compared  with  the 
above  list. 

The  actual  number  of  dwellings  completed  and  certified  during 
this  length  of  time  was  the  lowest  since  1907,  which  latter  year  was 
the  least  during  the  past  20  years. 

One  Cottage  and  six  Villas  were  completed  and  several  addi¬ 
tions  and  alterations  to  dwellings  were  carried  out,  whilst  one 
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Picture  House  and  one  Horse  Slaughterhouse  were  also  erected, 
and  a  new  School  is  in  course  of  erection. 

Two  new  Villas  are  in  course  of  construction  at  the  close  of 
the  year. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

A  considerable  portion  of  my  time  has  been  devoted  to  the 
inspection  of  houses  under  the  above  Act,  and  this  year  the  number 
inspected  is  the  largest  since  the  above  came  into  operation. 

173  houses  were  examined  and  duly  recorded  in  the  Registers 
kept  for  this  purpose,  and  much  useful  work  has  been  successfully 
completed,  as  the  appended  list  will  show : — 

Summary  of  Work  under  the  Housing  Act. 


Number  of  Houses  Inspected  .  173 

Number  found  not  fit  for  habitation,  closed  and  demolished 

(Horsefair,  Wetherby)  .  5 

Number  of  Houses  back  to  back,  and  converted  into  2  through 

houses  (Horsefair,  Wetherby)  .  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  condemned,  but  not  closed  at  the  end  of 

the  year  (Barracks,  Clifford).  (Appeal 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board)...  11 
,,  ,,  ,,  condemned  during  1914,  and  not  yet  closed 

(Spofforth)  .  18 

,,  ,,  ,,  condemned  during  1914,  and  not  yet  closed 

(Telephone  Exchange,  Thorner)  .  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  closed  during  1914,  and  demolished  this 

year  (Gashouse  Lane,  Wetherby)  .  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  closed  during  1913,  but  not  yet  demolished 

(Walton)  .  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  closed  during  1014,  but  not  yet  demolished 

(W’estgate,  Wetherby)  .  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  minor  defects  (P.H.A.  ’75),  out¬ 

standing  at  the  close  of  1914,  and 

remedied  this  year  .  12 

Damp  Walls  prevented  .  29 

Light  and  Ventilation  improved  .  S 

Walls  repaired,  cement  rendered,  pointed,  etc .  25 

Roofs  and  Spouts  repaired  .  29 

Drainage,  Conveniences,  etc .  41 

Other  Repairs  .  23 

Houses  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition  .  85 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  served  .  11 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  complied  with  .  0 


During  the  period  under  review,  five  houses  have  been  closed 
and  demolished,  and  four  others  which  were  back  to  back  have 
been  converted  into  two  through  houses. 
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Eleven  cottages  have  been  condemned  and  Closing  Orders 
issued,  and  the  owner  has  made  an  appeal  against  this  to  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

Two  houses  that  were  closed  during  1914  have  been  de¬ 
molished,  whilst  another  house  similarly  condemned  and  closed  has 
not  vet  been  demolished. 

j 

With  reference  to  the  18  cottages  at  Spofforth,  reported  in 
detail  in  my  last  Report,  no  further  steps  have  been  taken  with 
regard  to  their  closure  and  demolition,  as  although  the  Local 
Government  Board  suggested  the  preparation  of  plans  for  new 
houses  to  replace  the  above  and  that  consideration  to  the  proposed 
new  scheme  would  be  given,  with  a  view  to  the  necessary  loans 
being  sanctioned  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

Eighty-five  of  the  houses  inspected,  or  practically  50  per  cent., 
of  those  examined,  were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Many  costly  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  some  of 
the  other  houses,  to  make  them  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

These  include  the  insertion  of  damp-proof  courses,  rendering 
external  walls  in  cement,  provision  of  dry  areas,  etc. 

Military. 

A  considerable  amount  of  extra  work  was  added  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  past  year,  due  to  the  occupation  of  the  town  of 
Wetherby  by  the  Military  Eorces. 

At  the  end  of  February  the  Military  Authorities  took  over  a 
large  establishment,  at  that  time  untenanted,  as  Headquarters  for 
a  Brigade  of  Artillery  then  in  course  of  formation. 

o  J 

These  premises  were  immediately  inspected  and  thoroughly 
overhauled,  the  conveniences  converted  into  W.C.’s,  and  several 
baths,  etc.,  installed. 

As  recruits  came  forward  they  were  billeted  in  the  private 
houses  until  ultimately  we  had  over  1 ,000  men  added  to  the  normal 
population  of  2,284  persons,  or  an  increase  of  almost  50  per  cent. 

All  the  houses  were  inspected  by  an  Officer  and  myself,  and  the 
amount  of  accommodation  ascertained,  and  at  the  same  time  all 
available  rooms  were  measured  up  and  calculations  made  at  the  rate 
of  300  cubic  feet  per  man  as  to  the  number  to  be  allowed  in  each 
house,  due  regard  being  made  to  the  needs  of  the  household,  etc., 
whilst  the  condition  of  the  house  in  regard  to  cleanliness  and 
general  sanitation  duly  observed. 
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Cards  were  inserted  in  the  window  of  all  houses  where  men 
were  billeted,  giving-  the  number  of  men,  with  their  rank,  etc. 

During  subsequent  visits  of  inspection  occasional  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  were  found  where  extra  men  had  been  put  into  certain 
houses  than  previously  certified  for,  these  were  immediately  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  steps  taken  to  have 
this  remedied  at  once. 

Fortunately,  we  have  many  large  houses  with  plenty  of  accom¬ 
modation,  some  taking  20  men  each,  otherwise  it  would  have  been 
totally  impossible  to  house  the  men  upon  a  300  cubic  feet  basis,  as 
there  are  only  about  570  houses  in  all. 

In  connection  with  the  inspections  many  small  nuisances  were 
located  and  removed,  also  35  privy  conveniences  abolished  and  new 
W.C.’s  erected  or  converted. 

The  greatest  difficulty  one  had  to  contend  with  was  in  regard 
to  Scavenging,  as  such  an  influx  of  additional  population  necessi¬ 
tated,  with  summer  coming  along,  a  twice,  and  in  many  cases  a 
three  times,  weekly  cleansing  of  all  movable  receptacles  as  against 
normal  times  once  per  week. 

The  shortage  of  labour  further  enhanced  the  trouble,  however. 
I  received  every  assistance  from  the  Council,  and  especially  the 
Local  Representatives,  and  ultimately  we  had  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that,  generally  speaking,  the  work  was  carried  out,  with 
only  one  or  two  exceptions,  in  quite  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  I 
wish  to  record  the  able  manner  in  which  the  Council’s  workmen 
assisted  with  the  above. 

Careful  inspection  was  continued  throughout  the  summer,  and 
all  accumulations,  etc.,  removed  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

Special  arrangements  were  made  whereby  20  or  30  men  could 
have  a  hot  bath  at  one  time,  and  all  men  were  thus  able  to  have  a 
thorough  cleanse  weekly. 

Several  cases  of  verminous  persons  and  clothing  were  reported 
in  connection  with  some  of  the  new  recruits,  and  immediately  special 
arrangements  had  to  be  made  for  dealing  with  these  in  reference  to 
disinfecting,  bathing,  etc.,  and  the  trouble  was  immediately  stamped 
out,  and  no  serious  inconvenience  created  in  the  billets. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  only  one  case  of  infectious 
disease  occurred  during  the  six  months’  stay,  this  being  a  case  of 
Diphtheria,  and  the  isolation  of  the  patient  at  our  Hospital,  and 
the  steps  taken  to  deal  with  contacts,  was  sufficient  to  arrest  the 
outbreak. 
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The  Military  Authority  complained  as  soon  as  it  arrived  in 
Wetherby  about  the  houses  not  being-  definitely  numbered,  and  this 
was  immediately  put  in  hand,  and  the  whole  of  the  houses  re¬ 
numbered  upon  a  proper  basis,  which  latter  should  also>  prove  most 
useful  to  visitors  and  the  Postal  Authorities. 

During  August,  September,  and  October  no'  soldiers  were  in 
the  town,  which  welcome  respite  enabled  a  thorough  and  efficient 
cleansing  to  be  carried  out.  In  November  about  130  men  were 
stationed  in  the  town,  but  not  in  billets,  as  a  building  used  as  a 
general  store  by  the  previous  men  was  converted  into  barracks,  and 
a  dozen  pail  closets  erected,  these  latter  were  cleansed  twice  weekly 
by  our  staff,  and  no  serious  difficulty  arose  in  regard  thereto. 

These  men  remained  in  the  town  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  number 
of  houses  connected  direct  to  the  water  mains,  and  thus  receiving  a 
sufficient  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  in  lieu  of  a  precarious 
and  often  suspicious  supply  from  a  surface  well. 

No  less  than  42  additional  houses  have  been  connected  to  the 
District  Water  Co.  ’s  mains,  eight  to  the  Leeds  Corporation’s  mains, 
and  a  further  12  to<  the  Council’s  own  supply  at  Kirkby  Overblow. 

Thus  a  total  increase  of  62  houses  supplied,  against  28  for  the 
previous  year,  which  is  very  satisfactory. 

A  perusal  of  the  tabulated  list  to  be  found  in  the  Medical 
Officer’s  Report  will  show  that  there  are  now  1,865  houses  supplied 
direct  from  one  or  other  of  the  four  definite  schemes  within  the 
District  out  of  a  total  number  of  3,493  houses,  estimated  to  the 
end  of  1915. 

Eleven  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis,  of  which 
seven  were  for  Chemical  Analysis  and  four  for  Bacteriological 
Examination. 

Of  the  former,  three  were  suspicious,  and  two  of  the  supplies 
closed,  and  in  the  other  the  well  was  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  a 
later  sample  proved  a  considerable  improvement  had  accrued  there¬ 
from,  although  the  w7ell  is  not  above  suspicion  even  now. 

Three  of  the  four  sent  for  Bacteriological  Examination  proved 
very  satisfactory,  but  the  other  showed  evidence  of  sewage  pollu¬ 
tion,  and  wras  closed. 
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One  public  well  and  two  private  wells  were  closed,  also  the  11 
houses  at  Micklethwaite,  which  were  supplied  direct  from  the  River 
Wharfe,  have  now  been  connected  to  the  District  Water  Co.  ’s 
mains. 

Very  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  similar  case  of  T  horp 
Arch,  where  a  number  of  houses  continue  to  be  supplied  by  water 
taken  from  the  Wharfe. 

Infection  and  Disinfection. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  1  have  again  to  record  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  Infectious  cases  reported. 

Only  49  cases  have  been  notified,  which  is  very  satisfactory 
when  compared  with  the  following  Table  : — 

TABLE  OF  ZYMOTIC  RETURNS. 


1915 

number  notified 

49 

1909 

number  notified 

50 

1914 

>  y 

y  y 

56 

1908 

y  y  yy 

39 

1913 

y  y 

y  y 

41 

1907 

yy  yy 

78 

1912 

y  y 

y  y 

78 

1906 

y  y  yy 

50 

1911 

y  y 

y  y 

56 

1905 

yy  yy 

151 

1910 

y  y 

y  y 

102 

1904 

yy  yy 

114 

Only  twice  in  the  twelve  years  has  a  lower  total  been  returned, 
and  the  average  is  practically  64  per  annum. 

There  have  only  been  23  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  which  is  very 
pleasing  when  considered  in  comparison  with  the  past  23  years,  as 
shown  below  : — 


TABLE  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  NOTIFICATIONS. 


1915 

cases 

notified 

23 

1904 

cases 

notified 

97 

1914 

y  y 

y  y 

25 

1903 

y  y 

y  y 

19 

1913 

y  y 

y  y 

31 

1902 

y  y 

y  y 

39 

1912 

y  y 

.y  y 

47 

1901 

y  y 

y  y 

34 

1911 

y  y 

y  y 

38 

1900 

y  y 

y  y 

28 

1910 

y  y 

y  y 

79 

1899 

y  y 

y  y 

81 

1909 

y  y 

y  y 

25 

1898 

y  y 

y  y 

111 

1908 

y  y 

y  y 

15 

1897 

y  y 

y  y 

42 

1907 

y  y 

y  y 

18 

1896 

y  y 

y  y 

27 

1906 

y  y 

y  y 

15 

1895 

y  y 

y  y 

48 

1905 

y  y 

y  y 

417 

1894 

y  y 

y  y 

55 

It  will  be  noted  that  only  four  times  in  this  period  has  the  total 
been  below  the  present  year,  whilst  the  average  for  the  whole  period 
is  slightly  over  46  cases  per  annum,  or  more  than  double  the  present 
year’s  actual  notifications. 

Twenty-one  cases  of  Diphtheria  returned  is  again  rather  above 
the  average,  and  is  not  readily  accounted  for,  as  the  cases  have 
been  widely  distributed  over  nine  Parishes,  whilst  the  only  outbreak 
of  anything  like  an  epidemic  nature  was  in  Wetherby,  with  nine 
cases. 

Typhoid  Fever  accounted  for  two  of  the  remaining  notifications 
and  Erysipelas  three  cases. 

Twenty-five  of  the  patients  were  treated  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  or  51  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

The  usual  procedure,  as  outlined  in  my  last  Report,  has  been 
continued  this  year. 

There  have  only  been  13  cases  notified  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Regulations,  1912,  as  compared  with  29  reported  during  the 
previous  year,  and  37  during  1913,  which  is  very  favourable. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Etc. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  four  Cowsheds  to  the  number 
upon  the  Register  at  the  close  of  1914,  making  a  total  of  145,  and 
to  these  230  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 

Seven  were  found  dirty,  and  cleansed  and  thoroughly  lime- 
washed. 

The  number  of  milch  cattle  remains  approximately  the  same 
as  a  year  ago. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  work  under  this  head  is  performed  chiefly  by  the  County 
Council’s  Inspector. 

During  the  year  I  took  one  sample  of  flour,  because  of  a  com¬ 
plaint,  and  the  same  proved,  upon  analysis,  to  be  genuine. 

Dr.  Kaye,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  has  kindly 
supplied  me  with  the  following  details  of  samples  analysed  : — 


List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Wetherby  Rural  District  by  the  County 
Inspector  during  1915. 

No.  and  Description. 

2  Margarine  . 

1  Cake  Linseed  . 

1  Whisky  . 

1  Whisky  . 

1  Glycerine  . 

2  Pepper  . 

2  Milk  . 

1  Milk  . 

5  Butter  . 

2  Cheshire  Cheese  . 

3  Ground  Rice  . 

2  Flour  . 

1  Flour  . 

1  Arrowroot  . 

2  Oatmeal  . 

1  Lard  . 

1  Pearl  Barley  . 

1  Ground  Ginger  . 

1  Mustard  . 
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Slaughterhouses. 

109  visits  wete  made  to  the  25  slaughterhouses  in  the  District, 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  instances  they  were  always 
found  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

The  general  condition  has  vastly  improved  during  the  past  few 
years,  and  a  much  higher  standard  is  now  maintained. 

No  diseased  meat  has  been  met  with,  although  the  visits  are 
arranged,  as  far  as  possible,  to  coincide  with  the  time  of  killing. 

Offensive  Trades. 

During  the  year  a  Knacker’s  Yard,  in  which  a  new  and  modern 
type  of  slaughterhouse  has  been  erected,  has  been  established  and 
duly  licensed,  also  in  conjunction  therewith  an  offensive  trade  has 
been  commenced  for  bone  boiling  and  tallow  melting. 


Result  of  Analysis. 
Genuine. 

Genuine. 

26.38  Under  Proof — Caution. 

24.93  Under  Proof — Caution. 
Genuine. 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 

6.1%  of  added  water — Case  dis¬ 
missed. 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 

* 

Genuine. 

3.2  parts  per  1,960,000  Nitrites — 
“  Doubtful.” 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 
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The  business  has  been  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner  for 
the  10  months  since  licensing,  and  there  has  been  no  complaint  in 
regard  thereto. 

The  position  selected  is  an  ideal  one  for  the  purpose,  there 
being  only  one  cottage  within  a  radius  of  about  half  a  mile. 

Workshops. 

145  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the  97  workshops  upon 
the  register,  and  with  the  exception  of  seven  found  dirty,  and  which 
were  cleansed  upon  verbal  notice,  no  difficulty  has  arisen  in  regard 
thereto. 

House  Scavenging. 

I  beg  to  submit  details  of  refuse  removed  in  connection  with 
this  work,  and  also  for  comparison  the  last  five  years’  returns. 

Very  little  difficulty  has  been  experienced,  with  the  exception 
of  Wetherbv  Parish  already  referred  to.  I  would,  however,  call 
attention  to  the  growing  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  refuse  at 
Boston  Spa. 


Loads  Removed — Ashpits. 


1910. 

1914. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

Boston  Spa  . 

721 

708 

755 

775 

763 

740 

Bramham  . 

240 

270 

239 

251 

204 

259 

Clifford  . 

206 

170 

153 

234 

267 

274 

Thorner  . 

346 

350 

342 

397 

445 

427 

Weeton  . 

338 

320 

337 

339 

336 

386 

Wetherby  . 

595 

680 

621 

617 

584 

— 

Collingham 

— 

233 

233 

194 

213 

193 

Spofforth  . 

— 

— 

— 

118 

120 

103 

Loads 

Removed — 

Cesspools. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

Boston  Spa  . 

17 

7 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Bramham  . 

4 

12 

4 

60 

— 

-  - 

Clifford  . 

862 

1143 

402 

43 

69 

83 

Thorner  . 

57 

51 

73 

78 

62 

74 

Weeton  . 

626 

587 

634 

743 

877 

304 

Wetherby  . 

1998 

1894 

1339 

1271 

1041 

— 

Collingham 

— 

1026 

1340 

499 

365 

329 

Spofforth  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Act. 


There  has  onlv  been  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  Licences 

J 

granted  under  the  above  Regulations,  as  compared  with  the  large 
increase  of  previous  years. 


30 


Petroleum. — There  are  now  27  holders  of  Licences  for  storage 
of  Petrol,  Benzoline,  and  other  highly  inflammable  spirits,  this 
being  an  increase  during  the  year  of  four,  and  the  total  storage 
capacity  for  the  whole  is  now  4,776  gallons. 

Calcium  Carbide, — During  the  year  two  Licences  have  been 
withdrawn,  and  another  one  transferred  so  that  there  are  now  21 
upon  the  Register,  with  a  total  storage  capacity  of  13^  tons. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  are  now  48  Licences,  and  a 
perusal  of  the  last  few  years’  Reports  will  satisfy  as  to  the  growth 
of  the  above  and  the  consequent  increase  of  work  in  regard  thereto. 

The  various  premises  for  which  Licences  have  been  granted 
have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  no  serious  contravention 
has  been  noted. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  other  Officials  for  their  generous  support,  which  is  of 
great  assistance  in  facilitating  the  amicable  performance  of  my 
duties. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


THOMAS  V.  CRAY. 


31 


TABLE  OF  NUISANCES  REPORTED  AND  ABATED  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1915. 


Houses,  Dirty  .  15 

,,  Overcrowded  .  4 

,,  Damp  and  Dilapidated  . . .  57 

,,  Badly  Drained  .  91 

,,  Without  sufficient  Privy  Accommodation  .  5 

,,  Dilapidated  and  Offensive  Privies  .  72 

,,  Drains  Temporarily  Stopped  .  34 

,,  Dilapidated  Pumps  .  4 

,,  Want  of  Cesspools  .  0 

,,  Want  of  Water  for  Domestic  Purposes  .  53 

No.  of  Offensive  .Accumulations  .  8 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds,  Stables,  Pigsties,  etc .  35 

,,  Pollutions  to  Rivers,  Ditches,  etc .  4 

,,  House  Drains  removed  from  Streams,  etc .  22 

,,  Polluted  Wells  . . .  4 

,,  House  Nuisances  Found  . 1 .  583 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  Found  .  695 

No.  of  House  to  House  Inspections  made  under  the  Housing  and 

Town  Planning  Act,  1909  .  173 

,,  Houses  thoroughly  Inspected  for  Zymotic  Diseases  and  other 

causes  .  32 

,,  Other  House  Inspections  (Drainage)  .  91 

,,  New  House  Inspected  (for  Certificate)  . .  6 

No.  of  Notices  and  Letters  Served  .  1485 

,,  Dwelling-houses  Cleansed  . 15 

,,  Dwelling-houses  Overcrowded  dealt  with  .  4 

,,  Privy  Middens  Built  .  0 

,,  Old  Privy  Middens  Repaired  .  0 

,,  Old  Privy  Middens  converted  to  Water  Closets  .  32 

,,  Old  Privy  Middens  converted  to  Pail  Closets  .  13 

,,  Pail  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets  .  23 

,,  Pail  Closets  and  Water  Closets  Repaired  .  3 

,,  New  Water  Closets  Built  .  23 

,,  New  Pail  Closets  Built  .  2 

,,  New  Galvanised  Iron  Dust-bins  . 54 

,,  New  Drains  Constructed  .  429 

,,  Drains  Re-constructed  .  7 

,,  New  Connections  to  Sewer  .  47 

,,  Drains  Disconnected  from  Outfall  .  418 

,,  New  Inspection  and  Disconnection  Chambers  .  117 

,,  New  Cesspools  Constructed  .  0 

,,  Cesspools  Abolished  .  40 

,,  Public  or  Private  Wells  Abolished  .  3 

,,  Public  or  Private  Wells  Cleansed  .  1 

,,  Public  or  Private  Pumps  Repaired  .  4 

,,  Direct  Pollutions  to  Rivers,  Streams,  etc.,  Abated  .  4 

,,  Offensive  Accumulations  Removed  .  8 

,,  Back-yards  Concreted  .  21 

,,  Cowsheds,  Stables,  etc.,  Repaired  or  Drained  . 35 

,,  Slaughterhouses  Visited  (Visits  109)  .  25 

,,  Workshops  Visited  (Visits  145)  . 97 

,,  Cowsheds  Visited  (Visits  230)  .  145 

,,  Houses  for  work  done  .  269 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  Abated  .  718 


TOetijerbg  Mitral  HJtstrtcf  Council* 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1916. 


TO  THE  WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  regret  I  have  to  again  take  advantage  of  the  concession  of 
the  Local  Government  Board’s  circular  of  December,  1915,  and 
submit  an  abbreviated  Annual  Report,  owing  to  the  absence  of  my 
Partner  and  other  Local  Medical  Men  on  Military  duties. 

The  Report  will,  as  in  1915,  take  the  form  of  a  record  of  the 
work  carried  out  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
Water  Supply. 

The  changes  in  the  Water  Supply  of  the  District  were  as 
follows  : — 

The  addition  of  35  houses  connected  to  the  various  water 
mains  already  in  existence  within  the  District. 

Ten  of  these  were  connected  to  your  Council’s  mains  at  Kirkby 
Overblow,  which  are  supplied  from  the  Walton  Head  Scheme. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  these  works  continue  to  give  satis¬ 
faction,  and  the  Analyst’s  Report  upon  the  periodical  samples  for¬ 
warded  to  him  are  excellent,  although  during  the  heavy  strain  of 
midsummer  the  filters  were  found  to  be  rather  too  small  and  in¬ 
sufficient  for  the  amount  of  water  required  and  the  quantity  of  ferric 
oxide  that  has  to  be  removed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  enlarge  these 
in  the  near  future,  as  other  properties  are  connected  to  this  scheme. 

Twenty-five  houses  were  connected  to  the  Wetherby  District 
Water  Company’s  mains,  chiefiy  at  Kirk  Deighton  and  Thorp- 
arch.  This  increase  is  very  satisfactory  compared  with  previous 
years’  totals,  and  also  considering  the  greatly  enhanced  cost  of 
such  work  to-day. 

There  were  11  samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  during  the  . 
year,  which  is  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  and  of  these  eight 
were  satisfactory,  one  dangerously  polluted,  and  the  well  from 
which  the  sample  taken  condemned  and  closed,  the  other  two  were 
suspicious,  in  one  case  the  well  was  deep  but  had  an  open  top,  a 
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force  and  lift  pump  were  erected  and  the  well  top  sealed,  in  the  last 
case  the  supply  was  from  a  stream,  and  the  owner  arranged  to 
obtain  a  supply  for  drinking  purposes  from  a  neighbouring  farm 
No  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the 
period  under  review.  No  further  progress  has  been  made  in  regard 
to  the  villages  of  Tockwith,  Wighill,  Spofforth,  etc.,  previously 
mentioned  as  being  in  need  of  improved  supplies.  Seven  houses 
at  Thorparch  have  had  the  Wetherbv  Water  Co.  ’s  supply  laid  on  in 
lieu  of  the  water  taken  from  the  River  Wharfe  and  which  I  reported 
as  having  been  polluted  in  1914  and  1915,  when  samples  were 
examined  bacteriologically. 

Herewith  I  append  Table  showing  the  number  of  houses  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  District  that  have  a  good  piped  supply  of  water 
laid  on,  and  in  connection  therewith  would  emphasise  the  details 
worked  out  by  Mr.  Gray  in  his  Report  that  54  per  cent,  of  the  houses 
within  your  District  have  now  such  a  supply  of  pure  water  laid  to 
their  houses  notwithstanding  your  District  being  an  agricultural 
area,  where  the  average  number  of  houses  is  only  one  to  every  184 
acres  of  land. 

TABLE  1. 


Parishes.  Inhabited  houses. 


Census. 

Number 

of  Houses  su 

pplied. 

A. 

1901. 

1911. 

1904. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

Wetherby  . 

456 

538 

...  328 

431 

436 

438 

Boston  Spa  . 

336 

347 

...  247 

339 

340 

340 

Thorparch  . 

61 

70 

...  24 

31 

31 

38 

Collingham  . 

S3 

125 

...  88 

130 

131 

131 

East  Keswick  ... 

101 

122 

...  103 

I'll 

111 

111 

East  Rigton  . 

'  — 

— 

13 

21 

21 

21 

Bardsey  . 

63 

69 

15 

20 

20 

23 

Linton  . 

35 

35 

17 

28 

30 

30 

Kirk  Deighton  ... 

75 

79 

6 

16 

16 

27 

Clifford  . 

176 

187 

...  20 

105 

109 

111 

Bramham  . 

225 

233 

...  68 

127 

127 

129 

Scarcroft  . 

57 

65 

— 

28 

29 

29 

Thorner  . 

225 

255 

— 

111 

127 

12S 

Walton  . 

39 

40 

— 

37 

38 

38 

Micklethwaite 

17 

16 

— - 

— 

11 

11 

1958 

2181 

...  929 

1335 

1577 

1602 

*Weeton  . 

99 

117 

— 

106 

110 

110 

*North  Rigton  ... 

87 

94 

— 

6 

6 

6 

*Wigton  . 

49 

55 

— 

48 

52 

52 

t  Harewood  . 

126 

151 

— 

101 

101 

101 

fKirkby  Overblow 

66 

75 

— 

7 

19 

29 

2385 

2673 

...  929 

1803 

1865 

1900 

A.  Supplied  by  the  Wetherby  District  Water  Co. 

*  Supplied  by  the  Leeds  City  Council, 
t  Private  Supply  of  the  Earl  of  Harewood. 

I  Supplied  by  the  Wetherby  Rural  District  Council. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  have  been  six  direct  pollutions  of  drainage  into  streams 
abated  during  1916,  with  which  were  connected  14  houses.  All 
these  houses  were  re-drained  and  the  sewage  discharged  into  one  or 
other  of  the  village  sewage  schemes. 

There  are  16  public  sewage  disposal  schemes  in  your  District, 
dealing  with  9,000  inhabitants,  and  16  private  schemes,  which  deal 
with  about  1,000  persons  out  of  a  total  estimated  civilian  population 
at  the  close  of  1916  of  13,885  persons.  It  is  noteworthy  there  has 
been  no  complaint  from  either  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  or  the 
County  Council  in  regard  to  the  effluent  from  any  one  of  the 
schemes,  a  fact  which  should  be  considered  very  satisfactory  and 
proves  the  efficiency  of  the  supervision,  control,  and  management 
of  the  Sewage  Works  in  your  Area. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work  of  connecting  the 
houses  at  Weeton  to  the  new  Sewerage  Scheme  in  that  village. 
Twenty-eight  additional  houses  have  had  new  drainage  arrange¬ 
ments  carried  out  and  connected  to  this  scheme,  and  in  other  villages 
eight  houses  have  been  similarly  dealt  with. 

In  connection  with  this  work,  eight  cesspools  have  been 
abolished,  302  new  drains  constructed,  and  72  manholes  built. 

Mr.  Gray  reports  that  during  the  past  seven  years  no  less  than 
117  cesspools  have  been  abolished,  which  shows  remarkably  gratify¬ 
ing  progress  in  this  direction  as  the  cesspool,  even  under  the  most 
favourable  circumstances,  is  a  great  nuisance  and  menace  to  public 
health. 

No  less  than  39  insanitary  conveniences  have  been  converted 
into  water  closets  and  37  new  galvanised  iron  dust-bins  provided. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  many  repairs  to  similar  conveniences 
have  been  carried  out,  whilst  the  owners  of  24  have  been  allowed, 
under  agreement,  a  period  of  grace  until  after  the  War  to  convert 
their  conveniences  into  water  closets,  because  of  pecuniary  circum¬ 
stances  and  the  great  difficulties  in  regard  to  labour  and  materials. 

Such  a  record  under  present  difficult  conditions  and  in  a  rural 
area  is,  I  consider,  evidence  of  satisfactory  progress. 

Of  the  23  Legal  Notices  issued  during  the  period  under  review, 
15  were  complied  with,  the  remainder  being  in  connection  with  the 
alterations  of  conveniences  referred  to  above  as  being  postponed. 
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The  following  Table  outlines  in  detail  the  work  and  a  record  of 
the  previous  five  years  for  purposes  of  comparison 

DRAINAGE  TABLE. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

New  drain's  constructed  ... 

707 

985 

960 

265 

429 

302 

Drains  re-constructed  . 

Inspection  or  Intercepting 

26 

23 

20 

17 

7 

3 

Chambers  . 

195 

240 

257 

65 

117 

72 

New  connections  to  Sewers 

69 

110 

113 

27 

47 

33 

Cesspools  abolished  . 

Closet  Accommodation. 

18 

19 

17 

5 

40 

8 

In  addition  to  the  work  already  outlined  under  this  heading,  12 
new  Water  Closets  and  4  Pail  Closets  were  erected  in  connection 
with  new  buildings. 

The  vast  improvement  to  the  health  of  the  community  by  the 
abolition  of  the  offensive  combined  privy  midden,  which  in  so  many 
instances  is  situated  within  a  few  feet  of  the  kitchen  window,  and 
the  provision  of  a  modern  wash-down  W.C.,  are  too  evident  to  re¬ 
quire  further  elucidation,  and  especially  as  outlined  in  my  last 
report.  In  the  semi-urban  districts  often  numbers  of  houses  are  in 
a  more  or  less  congested  area,  and  use  one  common  receptacle 
attached  to  two  or  four  conveniences. 

A  perusal  of  the  appended  Table  will  show  that  the  progress  in 
the  direction  of  the  abolition  of  privy  middens  has  continued  very 
satisfactory  during  the  last  five  years,  and  that  even  in  the  third 
year  of  the  War  it  has  not  fallen  to  the  extent  one  would  have  ex¬ 
pected,  considering  the  abnormal  conditions  prevailing. 


1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

New  Closets  constructed  .  27 

12 

31 

23 

18 

Privy  Middens  converted  into  W.C.’s  33 

19 

24 

32 

13 

Pail  Closets  converted  into  W.C.’s  10 
Water  Closets  erected  with  new 

12 

1 

23 

8 

houses  .  27 

New  Pail  Closets  erected  with  new 

ry 

J 

10 

11 

12 

houses  . 

_ 

15 

1 

4 

Scavenging. 

The  usual  supervision  has  been  bestowed  on  this  work  through¬ 
out  the  whole  District,  but  more  especially  in  the  eight  parishes 
where  scavenging  powers  are  in  operation,  and  in  the  villages  where 
troops  have  for  considerable  periods  been  billeted.  The  only  diffi¬ 
culties  experienced  have  been  in  the  latter  area,  with  one  exception. 


A  considerable  amount  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  time  has 
been  required  in  the  supervision  of  this  most  important  matter  as  an 
increase  of  500  or  more  in  the  population  of  a  small  country  village 
requires  immediate  and  careful  attention  to  prevent  serious  trouble, 
and  obviously  the  difficulties  are  enhanced  when  labour  is  as  scarce 
as  at  the  present  time. 

I  would  direct  your  attention  to  Mr.  Gray’s  Report,  wherein  is 
a  full  and  detailed  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  him  in  this 
direction,  as  the  careful  and  efficient  manner  in  which  this  work 
was  carried  out  under  very  trying  circumstances  has  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  upholding  the  splendid  record  of  health,  and  freedom 
from  serious  infectious  disease,  amongst  the  various  troops  who 
have  been  billeted  within  your  District  during  the  past  two  years 
and  also  in  regard  to  the  civilian  population. 

During  1916  over  1,400  soldiers  were  stationed  for  long  periods 
in  your  area,  chiefly  at  Wetherby  and  Boston  Spa,  and  the  only  in¬ 
fectious  disease  notified  for  the  whole  period  were  two  cases  of 
Measles,  which  is  sufficient  testimony  in  itself  that  every  care  was 
bestowed  upon  the  men  from  a  sanitary  and  health  administration 
point  of  view. 

During  1915  there  was  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  notified 
amongst  the  troops  stationed  in  your  District. 

In  the  parish  of  Thorner  many  complaints  in  regard  to  scaveng¬ 
ing  were  received  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  a  new  Contractor 
was  appointed  for  the  work,  which  immediately  led  to  an  improve¬ 
ment. 

Fortunately  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  actual  disposal  of  the 
scavenging  refuse  was  temporarily  overcome  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  in  the  villages  where  most  trouble  has  in  recent  years  been 
met  with,  and  this  has  been  of  considerable  assistance  in  carrying 
out  the  work  so  satisfactorily,  but,  the  matter  must  not  be  lost  sight 
of,  that  in  the  near  future  there  may  again  arise  difficulties  in  regard 
to  suitable  means  of  disposing  of  this  waste  matter,  and  steps  should 
be  taken  at  an  early  date  to  again  discuss  and  formulate  some  per¬ 
manent  scheme,  either  centralised  for  a  group  of  villages,  or 
individually  for  isolated  villages. 

The  following  useful  table  gives  the  annual  expenditure  in 
regard  to  scavenging  for  each  of  the  eight  parishes  where  public 
cleansing  is  carried  out : — 


COST  OF  HOUSE  SCAVENGING. 


1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

*Wetherby  . 

.  228 

255 

278 

299 

320 

252 

278 

292 

317 

^Boston  Spa  . 

171 

154 

151 

163 

202, 

163 

157 

158 

194 

tBramham  . 

47 

45 

40 

50 

48 

44 

38 

38 

44 

tThorner  . 

:....  74 

72 

70 

79 

82 

91 

98 

104 

127 

tClifford  . 

55 

46 

42 

59 

49 

39 

47 

34 

49 

tSpofforth  . 

28 

35 

30 

46 

50 

39 

46 

48 

45 

tWeeton  . 

.  — 

55 

130 

124 

124 

124 

132 

118 

65 

tCollingham 

. 

— 

36 

62 

66 

64 

42 

42 

56 

*  Council’s  own  Workmen.  t  By  Contract. 


I  would  again  refer  you  to  the  Table  in  Mr.  Gray’s  Report  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  amount  of  refuse  actually  removed  in  the  various 
parishes  which,  considered  in  conjunction  with  the  above,  is  most 
useful  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

Sanitary  inspection  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Gray  has  carried  on  his  work  as  Sanitary  Inspector  with 
his  usual  diligence  and  success,  in  spite  of  the  greatly  increased 
difficulties  which  the  War  and  increased  duties  have  thrown  in  his 
path. 

The  following  particulars  give  useful  information  in  regard  to 
the  chief  nuisances  found  and  abated  : — 

TABLE  5. 

1916. 

Number  of  Premises  Visited  .  768 

Number  of  Visits  to  Premises  . . .  2602 

Chief  nuisances  found  were  as  follows  : — 

Houses  Badly  Drained  .  36 

Houses  Dirty  .  10 

H  ouses  Overcrowded  .  6 

Dilapidated  Cowsheds,  Pigsties,  etc .  27 

Dilapidated  and  Offensive  Privies  .  77 

Drains  temporarily  Stopped  .  30 

Lack  of  Water  for  Domestic  Purposes  ...  2S 

Total  Nuisances  found  .  621 

The  whole  of  the  above,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  were  all 
remedied  during  the  year. 

In  the  following  Table  are  outlined  the  number  of  New  Drains 
constructed  and  Conveniences  altered  into  W.C.’s  for  the  last  14 
years  : — 


TABLE  6. 


New  Water  Closets  and 


New  Drains 

Privies  c 

Years 

Constructed. 

to  Water 

1903 

37 

7 

1904 

59 

No  recc 

1905 

222 

5 

1906 

42 

33 

1907 

47 

2 

1908 

96 

23 

1909 

175 

48 

1910 

347 

52 

1911 

707 

49 

1912 

985 

70 

1913 

960 

43 

1914 

265 

56 

1915 

429 

78 

1916 

302 

51 

Action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  various  nuisances  outlined, 
as  follows  : — 

1916. 

Letter  sent  by  Sanitary  Inspector  in  lieu  of 


Informal  Notice  .  310 

Number  of  above  complied  with  .  312 

Statutory  Notices  Served  .  23 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  .  16 


The  summary  outlined  below  in  regard  to  work  performed  in 
connection  with  dilapidated  privies  and  other  matters  is  worthy  of 
note : — 


1916. 


Dilapidated  Privies  converted  into  W.C.’s...  13 

Dilapidated  Privies  condemned  and  new  W.C.’s 

erected  in  lieu  thereof  .  18 

Pail  Closets  converted  into  W.C.’s  .  8 

Privy  Middens  converted  into  Pail  Closets  ...  16 

Pail  and  Water  Closets  repaired  .  12 

W.C.’s  for  new  houses  > .  12 

Drains  Cleansed  and  Flushed  .  30 

Nuisances  outstanding  January  1st,  1915  ...  47 

House  Nuisances  found  during  year  .  517 

Other  Nuisances  found  during  year  .  104 


668 

Nuisances  abated  during  1916  .  598 


Total  Nuisances  unabated  on  Dec.  31st,  1916  70 
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Premises  and  Occupations  which  are  Controlled  by  Bye-Laws  and 
Regulations. 

New  Houses,  Cowsheds,  Slaughterhouses  and  Offensive 
Trades. 

There  has  been  no  serious  contravention  of  the  above,  except 
the  occupation  of  certain  new  cottages  without  a  sufficient  supply 
of  water  and  the  receipt  of  a  certificate  of  occupation  and  the  legal 
steps  taken  had  not  been  concluded  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  Knacker’s  Yard  registered  and  used  for  the  slaughter  of 
animals  for  dog  and  cat  food,  etc.,  was  conducted  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

During  the  latter  portion  of  the  year  a  number  of  animals 
which  had  passed  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  as  good  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  were  slaughtered  at  the  above  premises  under  good  sani¬ 
tary  conditions  for  human  food,  to  be  sold  in  a  neighbouring 
Borough,  careful  inspection  was  made  of  the  premises,  and  animals 
so  disposed  of,  and  correspondence  with  the  Medical  Officer  at  the 
above  town  ensured  strict  inspection  both  before  and  during 
slaughter,  and  at  the  two  shops  where  the  meat  was  offered  for  sale, 
and  no  further  proceedings  have  been  necessary. 

Schools. 

Careful  supervision  has  been  maintained  at  the  schools  through¬ 
out  the  District,  and  in  one  instance  following  an  outbreak  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease  the. whole  premises  were  thoroughly  disinfected  and 
cleansed,  all  woodwork  being  washed,  etc.,  after  disinfection  and 
walls  distempered  and  all  furniture,  floors,  etc.,  scrubbed. 

The  following  Schools  or  Departments  of  Schools  have  been 
closed  because  of  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease  : — 


Infectious 

Diseases. 

School  Closure. 

Bramham  . 

Jan.  10th,  1916 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1  week.. 

Collin^ham  . 

Feb.  19th,  1916 

Whooping  Cough  . 

4  weeks. 

Bramham  . 

May  8th,  1916 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

2  weeks. 

Bardsey  . 

May  15th,  19-16 

Scarlet  Fever  and 

Diphtheria  . 

1  week. 

Bramham  . 

May  18th,  1916 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1  week. 

Long  Marston  . 

June  6th,  1916 

Chicken  Pox  . 

2  weeks. 

Long  Marston  . 

June  19th,  1916 

Chicken  Pox  . 

1  week. 

Wighill  . 

Sept.  11th,  1916 

Mumps  . 

4  weeks. 

Ribston  Little  . 

Nov.  25th,  1916 

Influenza  . 

2  weeks. 

Wighill  . 

Dec.  1st,  1916 

Chicken  Pox  . 

3  weeks. 

21  weeks. 
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Food — IVlilk  Supply. 

There  are  145  Registered  Cowsheds  within  the  Dsitrict,  and 
105  visits  were  made  to  these.  Nine  were  found  dirty,  and  cleansed. 
Only  five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  analysis,  and  these  all 
proved  genuine. 

Other  Foods. 

Fifty-two  samples  were  taken  by  the  County  Official  for 
analysis,  and  in  none  of  these  was  there  any  very  serious  adultera¬ 
tion  such  as  to  necessitate  proceedings.  A  full  detailed  list  will  be 
found  in  Mr.  Gray’s  Report. 

The  premises  where  foods  are  exposed  for  sale,  or  prepared  or 
stored,  are  carefully  inspected,  and  no  insanitary  conditions  have 
been  met  with. 

The  food  supplied  to  the  troops  in  the  District  was  also  super¬ 
vised,  and  in  one  case  100  lbs.  of  beef  had  to  be  condemned,  and 
was  destroyed  by  burning,  as  it  had  been  tampered  with  by  one  of 
the  units. 

145  inspections  were  made  to  the  25  slaughterhouses. 

Housing. — Work  carried  out  under  Housing  (Inspection  of  Dis¬ 
trict)  Regulations,  1910. 

Dwelling-houses  Inspected  under  or  for  Section  17  of  the  Act 

of  1909  .  57 

Dwelling-houses  which,  on  Inspection,  were  considered  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  .  3 

Number  of  above  closed  and  demolished  (voluntary)  .  ..1 .  2 

Number  of  Back-to-Back  converted  into  Through  houses  . 

Number  of  above  condemned  but  not  closed  .  11 

H  ouses  demolished  .  3 

H  ouses  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition  .  34 

Genera!  Character  of  Defects  found  to  Exist. 


Insufficient  Light  and  Ventilation  .  5 

Defective  Walls  .  4 

Defective  Drainage,  etc .  4 

Defective  Roofs  and  Spouts  .  2 

Damp  Walls  .  4 

Other  Repairs  .  7 


There  were  six  cottages  and  two  villas  completed  during  the 
year,  also  one  new  school,  one  auction  mart,  and  several  other 
smaller  erections  completed. 
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The  annexed  Table  is  interesting  for  purposes  of  comparison 
as  to  progress  made  in  your  District  for  a  number  of  years  in 
regard  to  new  houses  erected  and  the  number  of  houses  closed  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 


TABLE  5. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Houses  Built  and  Closed. 


Year. 

Residential. 

Working 

Classes. 

Total. 

Houses 

Closed. 

1902 

— 

— 

20 

0 

1903 

Most. 

— 

2S 

4 

1904 

Most. 

— 

12 

1 

1905 

17 

6 

23 

0 

1906 

11 

22 

33 

3 

1907 

4 

— 

4 

1 

1908 

15 

S 

23 

1 

1909 

9 

12 

21 

3 

1910 

11 

11 

22 

4 

1911 

9 

8 

17 

14 

1912 

8 

17 

25 

11 

1913 

4 

13 

17 

15 

1914 

r» 

z> 

13 

22 

3 

1915 

6 

1 

7 

7 

1916 

2 

6 

8 

3 

105 

117 

282 

70 

Workshops,  Etc. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  one  to  the  list  of  above  in  the 
District,  and  making  a  total  of  98,  and  157  visits  of  inspection  were 
made  thereto. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Number  and  Character  of  the 

Workshops. 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  .  15 

Dressmakers  .  10 

Boot  Repairers  .  8 

Blacksmiths  .  9 

Engineers  (Motor)  .  4 

Tailors  .  10 

Coopers  .  1 

Laundries  .  12 


Saddlers  .  5 

Printing  Works  .  2 

Sawmills  .  1 

Plumbers  and  Tinners  .  5 

Joiners  .  14 

Shirt  and  Blouse  (Factory)  .  2 


98 


Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

No  change  has  been  found  necessary  in  the  method  of  Sanitary 
Administration  of  the  District,  and  the  work  has  gone  on  to  a  great 
extent  automatically  on  the  lines  of  previous  years. 
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Hospital. 

There  has  not  been  a  great  amount  of  work  devolving-  upon 
the  Hospital,  and  no  special  difficulty  has  arisen  in  regard  to  it. 

Important  structural  changes  are  of  course  necessary  to  in¬ 
crease  its  efficiency,  and  your  Council,  it  will  be  remembered, 
decided  in  the  latter  part  of  1914  to  postpone  them  until  after  the 
War. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

I  must  again  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Bacteriological 
Department  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  valu¬ 
able  Bacteriological  work,  which  is  carried  out  with  thoroughness 
and  promptitude. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Acute  Infectious  Disease. 

The  record  of  the  past  year  in  regard  to  the  infectious  diseases, 
as  shown  by  the  following  Tables,  is  a  remarkably  satisfactory  one. 

There  has  not  been  a  single  case  of  Enteric  Fever  throughout 
the  whole  District  during  the  period  under  review,  which  is  a  very 
pleasing  feature. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  slightly  higher  than  last 
year,  although,  with  the  one  exception  of  the  village  of  Bramham, 
there  has  been  no  outbreak  of  an  epidemic  character,  and  the  33 
cases  have  been  distributed  over  no  less  than  seven  Parishes. 

A  record  in  regard  to  the  utility  of  your  Isolation  Hospital  has 
been  established  this  year,  as  the  whole  of  the  cases  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment,  and  this  is  the  first  occasion 
upon  which  100  per  cent,  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  have  been  so 
treated. 

There  have  been  only  11  cases  of  Diphtheria,  compared  with 
21  during  1915,  and  of  these  seven,  or  63.6  per  cent,  were  removed 
to  Hospital. 

A  perusal  of  the  Tables  will  show  the  equal  distribution  of  the 
cases  throughout  the  whole  12  months,  December,  with  two  cases, 
being  the  lowest,  whilst  May,  with  12,  has  the  highest  total. 

Under  the  Measles  Regulations  of  1915,  which  came  into 
operation  upon  the  1st  of  January,  1916,  there  is  little  to  record 
your  District  having  been  absolutelv  free  from  anvthing  in  the 
nature  of  an  epidemic. 
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There  were  33  cases  notified,  and  those  were  distributed  over 
16  Parishes,  there  was  not  a  month  without  one  case,  and  yet  the 
highest  total  in  any  individual  month  was  only  seven. 

The  Bramham  cases  gave  rise  to  prolonged  anxiety ;  the  out¬ 
break  took  the  form  of  almost  sporadic  cases  spread  over  consider¬ 
able  time ;  the  most  probable  explanation  was  some  unrecognised 
case  or  cases  in  which  disinfection  had  not  taken  place  and  from 
which  recurrent  infection  took  place.  Amongst  other  measures 
applied  were  school  closure,  cleansing,  disinfection,  and  painting 
etc. 


TABLE  OF  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Scarlet  Typhoid  Ophthalmia  Measles 

Diphtheria  Fever  Fever  Erysipelas  Neona-  Measles  (Military  Total 


Bardsey  . 

4 

_ 

— 

_ 

torum 

— 

cases) 

4 

Boston  Spa  . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Bramham  . 

— 

21 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- — • 

23 

Clifford  . 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

7 

Harewood  . 

- — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Keswick  East  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Spofforth  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

4 

Thorner  . 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

4 

— 

4 

Tnorparch  . 

1 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tockwith  . 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

Wee  ton  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Wetherby  . 

5 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

13 

All  other  Parishes 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- . 

16 

— 

18 

11 

33 

7 

2 

31 

2 

86 

Scarlet  Typhoid 

Ophthalmia 

Measles 

1916. 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Fever  Hrysipel 

as  Neona¬ 
torum 

Measles  (Military 
cases) 

Total 

January  . 

2 

—  — 

— 

7 

- — 

9 

February  .... 

.  — 

3 

—  — 

— 

1 

2 

6 

March  . 

.  — 

1 

i 

— 

o 

O 

— 

5 

Anril  . 

.  — 

4 

—  — 

— 

2 

— 

6 

May  . 

4 

4 

i 

1 

2 

— 

12 

June  . 

1 

2 

i 

— 

4 

— 

8 

July  . 

4 

2 

—  i 

— 

3 

— 

10 

August  . 

.  — 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

6 

September 

8 

—  — 

— 

3 

— 

11 

October  . 

2 

1 

—  — 

1 

1 

— 

5 

November 

.  — 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

6 

December 

.  — 

1 

—  — 

— 

1 

— 

2 

11 

33 

7 

2 

31 

2 

86 
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The  usual  arrangements  for  isolation  of  patients,  disinfection 
of  premises  and  clothing,  and  the  careful  inspection  of  premises 
and  visitation  for  possible  contacts,  has  been  carried  out,  as  already 
reported  in  detail  in  previous  Reports. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  15  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  12  months,  and  10  cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  which 
is  considerably  higher  than  last  year’s  returns,  but  below  those  of 
1913  and  1914. 

The  following  Table  gives  particulars  as  to  age  periods  : — 

15  and  25  and  45  and 

Under  15.  under  25.  under  45.  under  05.  Over  65.  Total. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  —  5  9  1  —  15 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis  .  6  1  2  —  1  10 

6  6  11  1  1  25 


There  were  12  deaths  from  Phthisis  during  the  year,  of  whom 
seven  were  males  and  five  females,  one  death  from  Tuberculous 
Meningitis,  and  one  from  another  form  of  Tuberculosis. 

Visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  upon  request  by  me 
after  consultation  with  the  Medical  Attendant.  In  four  instances 
patients  were  removed  to  Sanatoria  for  treatment. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  statistics  for  Infantile  Mortality  are  again  very  satis¬ 
factory,  and  show  a  vast  improvement  upon  the  returns  for  the 
previous  twelve  months.  The  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  is 
only  56.31,  as  compared  with  91  for  England  and  Wales  and  99  for 
the  96  great  towns.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  under  one  year 
were  13,  and  of  these  eight  were  Premature  Births,  1  Diarrhoea, 
and  four  other  causes. 

Vital  Statistics. 

I  append  the  usual  Tables  1,  2,  3  and  4,  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  grant  permission  to  be  omitted,  but  I  consider 
they  are  so  useful  for  future  reference,  etc. ,  that  their  inclusion 
fully  compensate  for  the  amount  of  extra  clerical  work  involved  in 
their  preparation. 
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Death-rate  per 

Periods. 

1,000  living. 

1871-1880  . 

.  18.49 

1881-1890  . 

.  16.84 

1891-1900  . . .  17.10 

1901-1909  .  13.32 


1910  . 

.  12.47 

1911  . 

.  12.21 

1912  . 

.  11.76 

1913  . 

.  12.27 

1914  . 

.  11.62 

1915  . 

.  12.28 

1916  . 

.  14.11 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  death-rate  per  1,000  is  higher  than  the 
past  seven  years.  This,  however,  may  be  slightly  modified  by 
perusal  of  the  calculated  population  arrived  at  by  the  Registrar 
General  in  Table  1A,  which  is  as  follows  : — ■ 


Estimated  Population,  calculated  for  Birth  Rate  .  15,107 

Estimated  Population,  calculated  for  Death  Rate  .  13,885 

Total  Population  at  1911  Census  for  all  purposes  .  14,995 


It  will,  therefore,  be  noted  that  the  new  calculated  figures  are 
assumed  to  allow  for  the  actual  numerical  strength  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  owing  to  the  abnormal  conditions  due  to  the  War. 


England 

and 

Wales. 


Birth  Rate  .  21.6 

Death  Rate  .  14.0 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  .  — 

Infantile  Mortality  .  91 

(per  1,000  births) 


Great 

England 
&  Wales, 
Smaller  less  the 

Wetherby 

Rural 

Towns. 

Towns.  244  Towns.  District. 

Not  obtainable  this  year. 

15.55 

14.4 

13.0  — 

14.11 

99 

90  — 

56.31 

The  causes  of  death  in  all  cases  is  as  follows  : — 


Heart  Disease  .  27 

Cancer  .  23 

Bronchitis  .  14 

Influenza  .  12 

Phthisis  .  12 

Congenital  Debility,  etc .  10 

Violent  Deaths  .  9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  8 

Nephritis,  etc .  6 

Other  Defined  Diseases  .  GO 


Diarrhoea  and  Ent.  . .  3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .  3 

Other  Diseases  of  Resp.  Organs  2 

Appendicitis,  etc .  2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  .  1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  .  1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ....  1 

Rheumatic  Fever  .  1 

Meningitis  .  1 


Total 


196 
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Conclusion. 

Full  particulars  in  regard  to  the  number  of  troops  billeted 
within  your  District  are  outlined  in  Mr.  Gray’s  Report,  and  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  make  further  reference  thereto. 

I  must  again  thank  your  Council  and  Sanitary  Committee  for 
their  sympathetic  assistance,  and  Mr.  Gray  for  his  never-failing 
courtesy  and  vigilant  attention  to  any  ordinary  or  extraordinary 
duty. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


August,  1917. 


J.  A.  HARGREAVES. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1916  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Area  of  District  in  Acres  (land  and  inland  water)  65,802.  Total  Population  at  all  ages  .  16,210. 

Total  Families  or  Sep.  Occupiers  .  3,709. 
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TABLE  IV.  A. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1916.  Nett  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages 

Under  1  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Diarrhoea  . 

Premature  Birth 
Other  Causes  ... 


Totals 


9 


2 


13 


Nett  Births  Registered  .luring  [  Legitimate  . .  216 

the  Calendar  Year.  [  Illegitimate  .  19 

Nett  Deaths  Registered  during  j  Legitimate  Infants  .  13 

the  Calendar  Year.  [  Illegitimate  Infants  .  — 
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OTetfierbg  &ttral  District  Council* 


REPORT  OF  THE 

Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1916. 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

February,  1911. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wetherby  Rural  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting-  for  your  consideration  my  Tenth 
Annual  Report  of  the  work  accomplished  in  your  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1916. 

Nuisances. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  of  a  progressive  character, 
although  somewhat  retarded  by  the  important  events  which  are 
affecting  the  whole  country. 

A  perusal  of  the  Table  of  Nuisances  at  the  end  of  this  Report, 
and  especially  the  items  dealing  with  Drainage  and  the  conversion 
of  Privies  into  Water  Closets,  will  show  that  the  heavy  spade  work 
of  the  past  few  years  has  continued  to  bear  good  fruit,  and  that  even 
under  the  stress  of  the  Great  War,  with  its  enormous  financial 
strain,  it  is  possible  to  continue  this  good  work,  which  must  have  a 
beneficial  effect  upon  the  future  health  of  your  District. 


It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  a  good  initial  outlay  of  energy 
and  tact  in  this  respect  makes  lighter  the  work  of  the  future,  as 
when  once  a  section  of  the  general  public  realise  the  advantages  of 
a  good  water  supply,  drainage,  and  sanitary  conveniences,  their 
neighbours  are  quick  to  assist  in  obtaining  similar  facilities  for 
themselves. 
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The  quantity  of  housing-  work  has  naturally  been  less,  because 
of  the  extra  work  due  to  the  soldiers  billeted  within  the  District,  but 
nevertheless  much  useful  work  has  been  carried  out,  and  14  cottages 
have  been  closed. 

There  have  been  1,264  letters  and  notices  issued,  and  of  these 
319  were  sent  out  as  preliminary  notices,  whilst  23  were  Legal 
Notices,  of  which  15  were  complied  with  during  the  year. 

621  nuisances  were  found,  and  all  remedied,  with  the  exception 
of  43,  during  the  period  under  review. 

Twenty  nuisances  which  were  left  upon  the  books  as  unabated 
during  1915  were  abated,  thus  making  the  total  number  of  nuisances 
remedied  598,  this  leaving  an  addition  of  23  to  be  added  to  the  47 
outstanding,  or  a  total  of  unabated  nuisances  upon  the  books  of  70- 

The  whole  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  your  area,  and 
which  were  tabulated  in  my  Report  of  two  years  ago,  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  give  satisfactory  effluents,  and  there  have  been  no  com¬ 
plaints  from  the  controlling  Authority,  although  the  shortage  of 
labour  has  necessitated  greater  supervision  to  maintain  our  standard 
of  efficiency. 

28  additional  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  Weeton 
drainage  scheme,  and  the  extension  of  the  sewers  by  214  yards  and 
the  erection  of  two  ventilation  columns  was  nearing  completion  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

The  Walton  Head  Water  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Kirkbv 

a' 

Overblow  has  continued  to  give  a  good  supply  of  water,  and  an 
additional  10  houses  have  been  connected  thereto. 

In  the  Parishes  of  Wetherby  and  Boston  Spa  considerable  diffi¬ 
culty  has  been  experienced  with  regard  to  the  efficient  scavenging, 
due  to  the  extra  work  undertaken  on  behalf  of  the  Military  Authori¬ 
ties  and  the  shortage  of  labour. 

A  certain  amount  of  trouble  was  overcome  in  the  Thorner 
Parish  by  obtaining  a  new  Contractor.  In  the  remaining  areas 
the  work  has  been  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

House  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Arrangements. 

Thirty-six  houses  were  found  with  unsatisfactory  drainage, 
and  the  whole  of  these  were  entirely  re-drained  and  connected  to 
the  sewers.  In  addition,  nine  houses  reported  during  1915  were 
dealt  with  as  above. 
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There  were  302  new  drains  constructed  and  three  existing 
drains  repaired,  and  in  connection  therewith  72  inspection  and  dis¬ 
connection  chambers  were  built,  whilst  eight  cesspools  were 
abolished. 

During  the  last  seven  years  there  have  been  117  cesspools 
abolished  in  your  District,  which  is  certainly  a  very  satisfactory 
and  important  feature. 

Fourteen  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewers,  which 
previously  discharged  their  drainage  into  streams. 

Thirty-nine  conveniences  have  been  converted  into  water 
closets,  whilst  the-  owners  of  24  others  reported  during  the  year 
have,  upon  a  written  undertaking  to  your  Council  to  carry  out  the 
work  upon  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  been  allowed  this  privilege 
by  you  because  of  financial  difficulties. 

Of  the  former  18  were  new  water  closets  constructed  in  lieu 
of  dilapidated  privies,  etc.,  13  were  old  privy  middens  converted 
into  water  closets,  whilst  eight  pail  closets  were  also  made  into 
W.C.’s. 

Sixteen  privy  middens  were  converted  into  pail  closets  in  areas 
where  there  is  no  adequate  piped  supply  of  water  available  to  enable 
them  to  be  made  into'  W.C.’s  at  the  present  time,  and  12  water 
closets  and  pail  conveniences  were  repaired. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  12  new  W.C.’s  and  four  pail  closets 
were  erected  in  connection  with  new  buildings. 

Thirty-seven  new  galvanized  iron  dust-bins,  with  proper  covers,, 
were  also  provided. 

House  Construction  and  New  Buildings. 

The  amount  of  work  under  this  heading  has  again  been  much 
below  normal. 

The  following  plans  have  been  submitted  and  approved  during 
the  year  : — 


New  Cottages  .  0 

New  Villas  .  1 

New  Additions  to  Dwellings  .  6 

New  Cowsheds,  Stables,  Pigcotes,  etc .  8 

Other  erections  .  4 


19 
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This  is  the  smallest  number  upon  record,  and  compares  with 
46  last  year  and  71  during-  1914. 

There  were  six  cottages  and  two  villas  completed  during  the 
12  months,  also  the  new  Auction  Mart  and  the  new  Council  School, 
Wetherby,  several  additions  to  dwelling-houses,  and  other  small 
details. 

There  were  two  new  villas  in  course  of  erection  at  the  close 
of  the  year 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

Fifty-seven  houses  have  been  inspected  under  the  above  Act, 
as  compared  with  173  last  year.  It  has  been  impossible  to  cope 
with  the  extra  Military  work  and  at  the  same  time  give  the  usual 
attention  to  housing. 

As  already  mentioned,  however,  useful  work  has  been  carried 
out,  and  14  houses  have  been  closed,  and  I  herewith  append  detailed 
list  of  work  accomplished  : — 

Summary  of  Work  Under  the  Housing  Act. 


Number  of  Houses  Inspected  .  57 

Number  of  Houses  found  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation,  closed 

and  demolished  (Kirk  Heighten)  .  2 

Number  of  Houses  found  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation,  closed  but 

not  yet  demolished  (Bardsey)  .  1 

Number  of  Houses  condemned  during  1915,  but  closed  during 

1916  and  not  yet  demolished  (Barracks,  Clifford)  .  11 

Number  of  Houses  closed  during  1914,  but  demolished  during 

1916  (Westgate,  Wetherby)  .  1 

Number  of  Houses  condemned  during  1914,  but  not  yet  closed 

(Spofforth)  .  18 

Number  of  Houses  condemned  during  1914,  but  not  yet  closed 

(Telephone  Exchange,  Thorner)  .  1 

Number  of  Houses  closed  during  1913,  but  not  yet  demolished 

(Walton)  . 2 

Damp  Walls  prevented  .  4 

Eight  and  Ventilation  improved  .  5 

Walls  Repaired,  cement  rendered,  pointed,  etc .  2 

Roofs  and  Spouts  repaired  .  2 

Drainage,  Conveniences,  etc .  4 

Other  Repairs  .  7 

Overcrowded  (dealt  with)  .  10 

Houses  found  satisfactory  .  34 

Total  Houses  closed  during  1916  .  14 


The  eleven  cottages  situated  in  the  Barracks,  Clifford,  con¬ 
demned  during  1915  and  awaiting  an  Appeal  to  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Bsard  h ave  beea  closed  because  of  the  owner’s  failing  to 
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comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
regard  to  plans  submitted  for  reconstruction  not  being  considered 
satisfactory. 

Two  old  cottages  at  Kirk  Deighton  were  closed  voluntarily  by 
the  owner,  demolished,  and  two  splendid  cottages  erected  upon  the 
site,  at  a  cost  of  over  ^750,  and  let  at  a  nominal  rent. 

One  cottage  at  Bardsey  was  closed,  and  an  undertaking  given 
by  the  owner  to  demolish  and  build  a  new  cottage  after  the  War. 

Many  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to 
other  houses. 

59  per  cent,  of  the  houses  inspected  were  considered  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  at  the  time  of  examination. 

Military. 

During  the  period  under  review  a  large  amount  of  my  time  has 
been  devoted  to  the  various  units  of  His  Majesty’s  Forces  who  have 
been  billeted  in  the  District. 

I  reported  in  my  last  Annual  Report  that  at  the  close  of  1915 
there  were  only  130  men  of  the  R.G.A.  in  your  area,  and  these  were 
billeted  in  Wetherby. 

These  troops  left  in  the  third  week  of  January,  1916,  and  upon 
the  26th  January  250  men  of  the  R.G.A.  arrived  and  were  billeted 
in  the  Brewery  and  various  empty  houses  and  shops  in  Wetherby. 

Fourteen  additional  pail  closets  were  erected,  which  the  Council 
arranged  to  cleanse  nightly,  also  the  usual  latrine  and  lavatory 
accommodation. 

General  supervision  and  assistance  was  given  in  various 
matters,  and  upon  March  3rd,  100  lbs.  of  beef  supplied  for  the 
soldiers,  which  had  been  tampered  with,  was  condemned  and 
destroyed  by  burning. 

The  strict  attention  to  the  scavenging  for  the  soldiers  created 
difficulties  in  regard  to  the  civilian  population,  as  such  a  small 
isolated  staff  for  village  cleansing  is  incapable  of  expansion  within 
itself,  and  there  was  no  additional  available  labour  to  be  had  for 
this  work. 

Each  village  having  its  own  staff  just  sufficient  for  its  par¬ 
ticular  individual  requirements. 
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On  the  18th  of  April  these  soldiers  left  the  District,  and  a  good 
respite  enabled  a  general  improvement  to  be  carried  out. 

October  12th  saw  the  advent  of  500  men  of  the  R.  F.A.  into 
Wetherby,  and  a  similar  number  into  the  Parish  of  Boston  Spa. 

These  were  billeted  in  the  various  Public  Buildings,  Town  Hall, 
Schools,  etc.,  in  addition  to  the  buildings  mentioned  previously. 

Fortunately,  most  of  these  buildings  were  supplied  with  proper 
W.C.’s,  etc.,  and  thus  did  not  materially  increase  the  amount  of 
work  previously  dealt  with,  and  occasional  casual  labour  as  could 
be  met  with  enabled  the  work  to  be  carried  out,  generally  speaking, 
in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

This  latter  is  upheld  by  the  record  of  freedom  from  serious 
illness,  and  especially  Zymotic  Disease,  as  with  the  exception  of 
two  cases  of  Measles  in  February,  there  was  not  an  infectious 
notification  received  from  the  Military  during  the  year,  from  the 
soldiers  billeted  within  the  District. 

During  1915  there  was  one  case  of  Diphtheria  notified,  as  out¬ 
lined  in  my  Report  for  that  year,  and  I  consider  that  our  record  of 
two  years  is  very  gratifying  and  worth  noting,  as  the  health  of  our 
fighting  men  is  to-day  of  paramount  importance  to  the  Empire. 

The  above  batteries  have  been  continually  changing  in  consti¬ 
tution  during  this  period,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year  there  were 
about  the  average  number  of  1,000  men  billeted  in  the  two  villages. 

Details  outlined  in  my  last  Report  re  inspection,  disinfection 
and  general  assistance  given  to  the  Military  have  been  continued 
during  the  past  year. 

Water  Supply. 

There  has  been  an  addition  of  35  houses  connected  to  the 
various  water  mains  supplying  water  within  the  District. 

Ten  of  these  were  at  Kirkby  Overblow  in  connection  with  the 
Walton  Head  Scheme,  and  the  remainder  to  the  mains  of  the 
Wetherby  Water  Co.,  there  being  no-  additions  to  the  Leeds  or 
Harewood  supplies. 

The  tabulated  list  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report  gives  full 
particulars  as  to  supplies  in  the  various  Parishes. 

There  are  now  1,900  houses  with  a  definite  piped  supply  of 
pure  water  out  of  an  estimated  total  of  3,487  houses  within  the 
District  at  the  close  of  the  year,  or  over  54  per  cent,  of  the  total. 
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Several  villages  are  yet  in  need  of  an  improved  supply,  but  un¬ 
fortunately  they  are  so  situated  that  at  the  present  time  the  cost 
practically  prohibits  the  possibility  of  any  extension  of  the  mains, 
etc. 

I  wish  to  point  out  that  during  the  past  10  years  there  have 
been  721  houses  connected  to  water  mains  in  the  District,  thus 
giving  them  an  unlimited  supply  of  pure  water,  which  is  periodically 
analysed  both  Chemically  and  Bacteriologically  in  lieu  of  wells,  etc., 
which  were  all  more  or  less  polluted. 

This  is  obviously  satisfactory  when  one  considers  that  the 
District  is  purely  agricultural  in  character,  and  that  the  3,487 
houses  are  distributed  over  an  area  of  64,636  acres,  or  an  average 
of  one  house  to  every  18J  acres,  this  means  that  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
viding  the  mains  is  an  expensive  one,  as  there  is  often  two  or  three 
miles  between  the  various  villages  with  no  houses  to  be  supplied  on 
the  route  of  the  pipe  line. 

Eleven  samples  were  taken  for  analysis,  eight  of  which  proved 
satisfactory,  one  dangerously  polluted,  and  the  well  from  which  it 
was  obtained  closed,  two  suspicious,  one  from  an  open  well  40  feet 
deep.  This  was  cleansed  and  a  new  force  and  lift  pump  fitted  in 
place  of  the  bucket  and  windlass  ;  in  the  other  case  the  water  was 
taken  from  a  stream  and  another  supply  from  an  adjoining  spring 
has  been  obtained. 

At  Thorparch  seven  houses  have  obtained  a  good  supply 
instead  of  using  the  river  water,  which  has  previously  been  proved 
contaminated  by  Bacteriological  examination,  as  reported  in 

1914-15. 

Infection  and  Disinfection. 

The  number  of  notifications  is  again  the  average,  although  four 
more  than  in  1915,  and  is  quite  satisfactory  when  compared  with 
the  following  Table  and  considering  the  community  of  population, 
especially  in  the  areas  where  the  soldiers  have  been  billeted. 


TABLE  OF  ZYMOTIC  RETURNS. 


1(916 

number 

notified 

53 

1915 

y  i 

y  y 

49 

1914 

y  y 

y  y 

56 

1913 

y  y 

y  y 

41 

1912 

y  y 

y  y 

78 

1911 

y  y 

y  y 

52 

1910 

y  y 

y  y 

102 

1909 

number 

notified  50 

1908 

y  y 

39 

1907 

y  y 

,,  78 

1909 

y  y 

50 

1905 

y  y 

,,  151 

1904 

y  y 

„  114 
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There  were  83  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  11  cases  of  Diphtheria, 
7  of  Erysipelas,  and  2  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  was  not  a  single  case  of 
Typhoid  Fever  during  the  year. 

Hospital  treatment  of  the  above  cases  was  as  follows  : — The 
whole  of  the  33  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  Sicklinghall 
Isolation  Hospital. 

This  is  the  first  time  upon  record  that  100  per  cent,  of  cases 
have  been  so  treated,  and  it  proves  conclusively  the  confidence  of 
the  public  in  your  District  as  to  the  utility  and  advisability  of  such 
isolation. 

Seven  of  the  11  Diphtheria  patients  were  removed,  or  63.6 
per  cent. 

Measles  Regulations,  1915. 

There  were  only  33  cases  notified  during  the  year,  which  is  an 
exceedingly  small  number,  and  should  be  considered  as  an  isolated 
period  and  not  as  a  criterion  of  what  may  be  expected  in  the  future, 
as  we  had  not  a  single  outbreak  of  an  epidemic  nature,  in  fact  these 
cases  were  distributed  over  no  less  than  16  Parishes. 

Inspection  was  carried  out  in  all  cases  where  considered  advis¬ 
able  by  the  medical  man  in  attendance,  literature  and  disinfectants 
distributed,  and  in  many  cases  thorough  disinfection  of  house, 
bedding,  etc.,  was  carried  out. 

Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1912. 

Twenty-five  notifications  were  received  under  the  above,  as 
compared  with  13,  29  and  37  in  the  three  previous  years  respec¬ 
tively. 

The  usual  procedure,  as  outlined  in  previous  Reports,  was 
carried  out. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Etc. 

The  usual  supervision  of  the  above  has  been  carried  out,  and 
165  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  the  145  upon  the 
Register. 

Nine  were  found  dirty,  and  cleansed  upon  verbal  notice.  There 
have  been  practically  no  structural  alterations,  although  several 
have  been  re-drained  and  connected  to  the  mains. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Kaye,  the  County  Council  Medical  Officer, 
for  the  following  list  of  samples  kindly  supplied  by  him  : — 


No. 

&  Description. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

1. 

Flour  . 

1  /5th  part  per  1,000,000  of  Nitrate 
reported. 

2. 

Flour  . 

Genuine. 

1. 

Ground  Almonds  . 

1  1 

5. 

Butter  (3  Danish,  2  Fresh). 

y  y 

6. 

Margarine  . 

y  y 

2. 

Crushed  Linseed  . 

y  y 

2. 

Ground  Rice  . 

y  y 

3. 

Cheese  . 

y  y 

2. 

Pepper  . 

y  y 

2. 

Lard  . . 

y  y 

1. 

Corn  Flour  . 

y  y 

1. 

Ground  Ginger  . 

y  y 

3. 

Pearl  Barley  . 

y  y 

3. 

Oatmeal  . 

y  y 

2. 

Castor  Oil  . 

y  y 

3. 

Camphor  Oil  . 

y  y 

1. 

Flour  of  Sulphur  . . . 

y  y 

1. 

Milk  of  Sulphur  . 

y  y 

1. 

Oil  of  Eucalyptus  . 

y  y 

1. 

Compound  Bismuth  Powder 

y  y 

2. 

Gregory  Powder  . 

y  y 

1. 

Compound  Fig  Powder  . 

y  y 

4. 

Baking  Powder  . 

y  y 

1. 

Baking  Powder  . 

Yield  only  4.5%  Carbonic  Gas. 

1. 

Cream  of  Tartar  . 

Contains  Arsenic  Matter. 

1. 

Egg  Substitute  . 

Genuine. 

1. 

Tartaric  Acid  . 

y  y 

3. 

Milk  . 

57. 

Slaughterhouses. 

145  visits  were  paid  to  the  25  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District. 
In  five  instances  attention  had  to  be  directed  to  the  necessity  for 
limewashing  and  cleansing,  and  in  one  instance  for  the  removal  of 
offal  and  the  provision  of  a  new  receptacle  for  same. 

100  lbs.  of  beef  were  condemned  and  destroyed,  as  already 
mentioned. 

Workshops. 

There  were  151  visits  of  inspection  made  to  the  98  workshops 
upon  the  Register,  and  no  serious  trouble  has  arisen  in  regard 
thereto. 

One  blouse  factory  has  been  added  to  the  list  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  OF  WORKSHOPS. 


Bakers,  etc .  15 

Boot  Repairers  .  8 

Blacksmiths  .  9 

Blouse  and  Shirt  (Factories)  ...  2 

Coopers  .  1 

Dressmakers  .  10 

Engineers  (Motor)  .  4 

Joiners  .  14 


Laundries  .  12 

Plumbers  and  Tinners  .  5 

Painting  Work  .  2 

Saddlers  .  5 

Sawmills  .  1 

Tailors  .  10 


98 


House  Scavenging. 

I  beg'  to  submit  details  of  refuse  removed  in  the  various 
Parishes,  together  with  returns  for  the  previous  six  years  for  the 
purpose  of  comparison. 

It  is  most  satisfactory  to  note  the  enormous  decrease  in  the 
quantity  of  cesspool  refuse  dealt  with  in  the  areas  where  Scaveng¬ 
ing  Powers  are  in  force. 

With  the  exception  of  the  difficulties  already  outlined  there  has 
been  nothing  worthy  of  special  comment. 

Loads  Removed — Ashpits. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916, 

Boston  Spa  . 

.  708 

755 

776 

763 

740 

789 

Bramham  . 

.  270 

239 

251 

204 

259 

285 

Clifford  . 

.  170 

153 

234 

267 

274 

364 

Thorner  . 

.  350 

342 

397 

445 

427 

384 

Weeton  . 

.  320 

337 

339 

336 

386 

404 

Wetherby  . 

.  680 

621 

617 

584 

725 

605 

Collingham  . 

.  233 

233 

194 

213 

193 

21£ 

Spofforth  . 

.  - — 

— 

118 

120 

103 

89 

Loads  Removed — Cesspools. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916 

Boston  Spa  . 

.  7 

— 

4 

— 

4 

16 

Bramham  . 

.  12 

4 

60 

— 

— 

— 

Clifford  . 

.  1143 

402 

43 

69 

83 

49 

Thorner  . 

.  51 

73 

78 

62 

74 

71 

Weeton  . 

.  587 

634 

743 

877 

304 

55 

Wetherby  . 

.  1894 

1339 

1271 

1041 

931 

673 

Collingham  . 

.  1626 

1340 

499 

365 

320 

312 

Spofforth  . 

.  — 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Regulations. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  of  one  licence  granted  during  the 
year,  and  one  other  storage  place  has  changed  ownership. 

Petroleum. — There  are  now  26  persons  holding  licences,  with 
a  storage  capacity  of  4,766  gallons. 


61 


Calcium  Carbide. — The  number  and  quantity  remains  the  same 
as  a  year  ago.  Twenty-one  premises  are  registered  for  13|  tons. 

Special  inspection  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  because 
of  greater  risk  involved,  but  no  infringement  has  had  to  be  reported. 

I  beg  to  thank  the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
Officials  for  their  kind  assistance  during  the  period  under  review. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  V.  CRAY. 


TABLE  OF  NUISANCES  REPORTED  AND  ABATED  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1916. 


H  ouses  Dirty  . 

,,  Overcrowded  . 

,,  Damp  and  Dilapidated  . 

,,  Badly  Drained  . 

,,  Without  sufficient  Privy  Accommodation  .. 

,,  Dilapidated  Privies  . 

,,  Drains  temporarily  stopped  . 

,,  Dilapidated  Pumps  . 

,,  Want  of  Cesspools  . 

,,  Want  of  Water  for  Domestic  Purposes  . 

No.  of  Offensive  Accumulations  . 

,,  Offensive  Cowsheds,  Stables,  Pigsties,  etc. 

,,  Pollutions  to  Rivers,  Streams,  etc . 

,,  House  Drains  removed  from  Streams,  etc. 

,,  Polluted  Wells  . 

,,  House  Nuisances  found  . 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  found  . 

No.  of  House  to  House  Inspections  made  under  the  Housing  and 


Town  Planning  Act,  1909  .  57 

,,  Houses  thoroughly  inspected  for  Zymotic  Diseases  .  34 

,,  Other  House  Infections  (drainage,  etc.)  .  89 

,,  New  House  Inspections  (for  Certificate)  .  8 

No  of  Notices  and  Letters  Served  .  1264 

,,  Dwelling-houses  Cleansed  .  10 

,,  Dwelling-houses  Overcrowded  dealt  with  .  6 

,,  Privy  Middens  built  .  0 

,,  Old  Privy  Middens  repaired  .  2 

,,  Old  Privy  Middens  converted  to  Water  Closets  .  13 

,,  Old  Privy  Middens  converted  to  Pail  Closets  .  16 

,,  Pail  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets  .  8 

,,  Pail  Closets  and  Water  Closets  repaired  .  12 

,,  New  Water  Closets  built  . 18 

,,  New  Pail  Closets  built  . 0 

,,  New  Galvanized  Iron  Dust-bins  .  37 

,,  New  Drains  constructed  .  302 

,,  Drains  re-constructed  .  3 

,,  New  Connections  to  Sewer  .  33 

,,  New  Inspection  and  Disconnection  Chambers  .  72 

,,  Drains  disconnected  from  Outfall  .  298 

,,  New  Cesspools  constructed  .  0 

,,  Cesspools  abolished  .  8 

,,  Public  or  Private  Wells  abolished  .  1 

,,  Public  or  Private  Wells  cleansed  .  1 

,,  Public  or  Private  Pumps  repaired  .  3 

,,  Direct  Pollutions  to  Rivers,  Streams,  etc.,  abated  .  6 

,,  Offensive  Accumulations  removed  .  2 

,,  Backyards  concreted  .  6 

,,  Cowsheds,  Stables,  etc.,  repaired  or  drained  .  27 

,,  Slaughterhouses  Visited  (visits  145)  25 

,,  Workshops  Visited  (visits  181)  .  98 

,,  Cowsheds  visited  (visits  165)  .  145 

,,  Houses  for  work  done  .  231 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  abated  .  598 


10 

6 

9 

36 

9 

77 

30 

3 

0 

23 

2 

27 

6 

14 

3 

517 

621 


• 
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